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Hey Joe - Can You Hear Us NOW’P

King Coal was not happy. Hislinethat there are
only 12 whackoswho oppose mountaintop removal was
exposed as one of hismany lieswhen, on July 30, more
than 400 peopl e crowded the West VirginiaStatehouse steps
totell Governor Manchin: No MoreMountaintop Removal!

Worse, none of the rally-goerswould take King
Coal’s Dirty Money. If only the people were more like
politicians, then they would take that Coal Cash and they
would stop Speaking Out. But, no.

Despitethe heat wave, people showed up from all
over West Virginiaand beyond to Speak Out at thisrally
organized by the Friendsof theM ountains(acoditionwhich
includesOVEC, Cod River MountainWatch, West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy, Codfidd Sustainability Project, the
WV Chapter of SierraClub and others), with help from
Mountain Justice Summe.

“You guysarepreachingthegospd of justice,” Rev.
JmLewistoldthecrowdintheraly’sopening speech. “ This
greed will not buy usoff,” hesaid ashetoreup someKing
Coal Cash (see page 4). “ Greed will not deliver usinto
wholeness and heal thiness and happiness, particularly for
thechildren of our state. What they’ redoing iswrong.”

With poignant speeches from affected coalfield
residents, excellent original music (Seethelyricsto Tonya

This photo says it all - mountaintop removal hurts our
children, their children, their children’s children ...
Below, just a few of the huge crowd at the July 30 rally

in Charleston. photosby JesssMwauraand Vicky M attson
Adkin’ssong on page 10), Save Our Mountainscheersfrom
the Radical Cheerleaders
andtheMs. Mountain Top

Removal Beauty Pageant
hosted by King Coadl, the
rally was a hit with the
crowd.

Did the message
hit Governor JoeManchin?
If it did, it had to come
through layers of coal
industry  campaign
contributions: OVEC's

continued on page 2



Can You Hear Us NOW?
continued from page 1

Janet Keating* reported to the crowd thelatest figures
on how much campaign cash “our” politiciansget from
the coal industry. (See“ The Real Friendsof Coal” on

page>s.)

With ever-increasing numbersof folks Speaking
Out, themessageto end mountaintop remova isdefinitely

getting louder.

It’sgetting harder and harder, despite the Coal
Cash, for politicians to turn a deaf ear. Coa River
Mountain Watch vol unteer organizer BoWebb expressed
the thoughts of many assembled: “Why is the DEP

T

King Coal clings to his Dirty
Money Coal Cash and his “I
Obey King Coal” puppet in the
likenessof DEP chief Sephanie
Timmermeyer. These were the
only things that comforted him
at the July 30 rally, where
hundreds of people told him
how disgusted they arewith his
destruction and lies.

Photo by Dave Saville

allowing our
mountains to be
destroyed for the
short-term
economicgainof a
few? We hope we
now have agovernor
in place that has a
visonfor thefutureof
al West Virginia, one
who has the courage
to break the chains of
the coal barons who
continue to rape our
mountainsand destroy
our communities”

Speaker
MariaGunnoe, of Bob
White in Boone
County, has dodged
flood waters seven
times since a 1,183-
acre mountaintop
removal operation
beganfiveyearsago
above her ancestral
property.

“Our once-
peaceful community
has become a war
zone,” Mariatoldthe
crowd. “On Rt. 85—
everywhereyou look,
it's active,
abandoned,
reclaimed, permitted

The Radical Cheerleaders led the enthusiastic crowd in
anumber of cheersnot calculated to endear themtoKing
Coal and all of his money-grubbing cronies.

minesites...With each permit approved, therewill bemore
and more peopl e fighting the destruction caused by the

practice of
mountaintop
removal
mining.”
All
the people
Spechifying
andsinging
andpraying
a n d
Speaking
Out and
laughingin
the face of

Don Gaspar holding up hisend - a
banner at the July 30 rally at the state
capitol. photosby Than Hitt

adversity made King Coal very uncomfortable. Keep up

the good work! ]

Rev. Jim Lewis waves
King Coal's cash
before rendering it
asunder, because
greed enables some
people to justify the
destruction of our
mountains, our
heritage and our
future.

* Janet Keating is the
former Janet Fout.



The Coalfields, Where Water is Considered a Luxury

by Vivian Sockman

A lawsuit wending itsway
though Mingo County courtsaleges
that the Rawls SdesProcessing Co.,
a Massey Energy subsidiary,
injected dlurry fromacoal sludge
impoundment underground for at
least eight yearswithout a permit.

Massey interna documents
subpoenaed by the plaintiffsshow
that Rawlswasinjectingasmuch

= S even though the cost isaburden,
othershave not been ableto afford
the expense. One couple | met
spends $60 a week on drinking
water. Almost al still usethewater
for bathing and washing because
they have no other choice. Many
report rashes, headachesand other
problemsafter showering.

Adding insult to injury,
some of the folks in this area

as28 miIIio_n gallonsamonth of Straight out of the tap and into your
coal slurry intoabandoned coal  iking glass, a daily dose of heavy metals,
coal sludge and who knows what else.

seams!

Many residents of Rawl,
Lick Creek and Sprigg, near Williamson, believetheir well
water —and subsequently their health—hasbeen ruined by
theinjecteddurry.

Person after personwill tell you their well water
used to be sweet and pure. They believether water started
turning bad after Massey began injecting the slurry
underground. Person after person canrecitealitany of hedth
problems that they believe stem from using the water.
Familieshave accrued massvemedica bills. Childrenhave
been hospitalized and at least threerecently died. Residents
allegeit wasthewater that poisoned them.

While some have been buying water for drinking,
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suffered floodingon Memorid Day
2004, and again on August 19.
Asked what made the floods so
bad, somepoint thefinger at al the
mountaintop remova inthearea.

Paintiffs attorney Kevin Thompson hasfound a
highlevel of kidney disease, gallstonesand other diseases
related to heavy metalsin arearesidents.

Becauseof citizen outcry, Wheding Jesuit University
cameto theareathissummer and hasjust completed testing
(independent of thelawsuit). Oneuniversity scientist watched
asawoman rantap water. It went from clear to black within
moments. The scientist installed water-testing instruments
in her homeand the batteriesing dethem were corroded by
thefumesfromthewater. After finding heavy metalsinthe
water, theuniversity hasdecided to do follow-up testing.

Oneman | spokewith moved into an areatrailer
six years ago. The water tasted and looked bad, but he
didn’t redizeit couldn’'t beused until one of hisneighbors,
OVEC member Billy Sammons, talked with him recently.

The 38-year-old’ shealth problems started after he
had beenlivinginthetrailer awhile. Hehasgdlstones, anxiety
and breathing problems. Hishair isfaling out and hismemory
isfailing. Hispancreasisat 2 percent of itsfull function. |
met him after he had showered —hiseyeswerevery red
and hehad arash, neither of which had been the casebefore
his shower. He was embarrassed to have people visit
becausethe smell from thewater stinksup hishome.

Heworries most about histwo young sons, who
livewith him part-time. “What have | donetothem?’ he
asked, when all hehasdoneislet them drink water.

Thetria dateiscurrently set for Oct. 12. Asthisis
written, amotionispending before Judge Thornsbury which,
if granted, would force Massey to supply residentswith
temporary drinking water.

Seewww.d udgesafety.org for moreinformation. ‘€



King Coal’s Dirty Money
did no talking at the July
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Beauty Contest? Ummmmm ...

At the July 30 Ms. Mountaintop Removal Beauty Contest, King Coal really liked Ms.
Mountaintop Removal contestant Donna Sinkingship, as well as Ms. Mountain Reaper.
Ms. Coal Silo wasn't sure where she should be, but she wanted to be near children. Ms.
Blind Greed is King Coal's all time favorite beauty queen. She lets him get away with all
sortsof bad, bad things. Shehelpshim justify whatever destruction hecreates. Ms. Renewable
Energy looked very ugly to King Coal. She takes away his subsidies, after all. Srange, but
the crowd loved her and made her the pageant winner, even though Ms. Overweight Coal
Truck, who was all modest when it cameto telling us her weight, threw her weight around
and tried to take Ms. RE’s crown away. Photo by Greg Wood
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[ DEMOCRACY WORKS! I

The Real Friends of Coal

by Janet Keating,

Data supplied by People's Election Reform Coalition
Have you ever wondered why the coal industry

wieldsso much palitical power inWest Virginia? Let'stake

S N M
ATTP |[F

alook at some recent campaign contribution datafromthe — L——
coal industry and itssupporters. WY POLITICIANS

PERC has
found that from 1996- f TABLE 1 \
2004, coal and its Campaign contributions from the coal industry and its supporters to
supporters have West Virginia governors from 1996-2004.
contributed
$2.136,969 to our WV Governor COAL Total % of
governors for their Contributions Total
campaigns  and Cecil Underwood - 1996 $264,454  $2,181,802 12%
inaugural parties. Underwood Inaugural - 1997 $253,850 $ 960,400 26%
Governor Manchin's Underwood Re-election-2000  $377,642  $2636,782 14%
contributions also Bob Wise - 2000 $115,600 $2,913,858 4%
include what he Wise Inaugural - 2001 $120,340 $ 892,534 13%
received during his Wise Re-election $187,400  $1,248,490 15%
successful bid for Joe Manchin - 2004 $571,214  $4,798,665 12%
Secretary of State kManchin Inaugural - 2005 $175,500  $1,374,992 13% j
(Tablel).

Manchinnow holdstherecordforthemostmoney  thedollarsin perspective—thegovernor’ssdary is$95,000
received from the coal industry and its supporters —  peryear.

$745,714—for hiscampaignsandinaugural. Manchinalso
collected more money from all special interests for the
inaugural party —$1,374,992, despitethefact that prior to
1998 therewasno limit to the amount of money aperson
could donatetotheinaugura party. Tota contributionsfrom
all specid intereststothepast threegovernors campaigns
andinaugurasarean astounding $17,007,523! Justtokeep

It'sonly fair to point out that the governor’soffice
isn’t the only onethat coal and its supporterstarget for
campaign donations. Othersinthe House of Delegates
and state Senate, notably leadership, also receive hefty
contributionsfor their politica campaigns.

Thesdary for satelegidatorsis$15,000 per year.
Anexampleof thesecontributionsisin Table 2.

7

TABLE 2

from 1996-2004 to WV legislators.

Campaign contributions from coal and its supporters

House/Senate member

kDelegate Steve Kominar

COAL

contributions

House Speaker Bob Kiss $76,425
Senate President Earl Ray Tomblin $62,425
Senate Minority Leader Vic Sprouse $60,854

$64,125

\ The general breakdown of
\ contributionstotheWest Virginialegidature
from coal and itssupportersfrom 1996 to
2004 to West Virginiaappearsin Table 3.
Isit abig surpriseto anyonethat the
legislature’s solution to the problem of
overweight coal trucksin recent yearswas
toincreasetheweight limitsfor coal trucks
instead of enforcing thelaw?
Andthat’sonly oneexampleof how

thecoal industry receivesareturnonits
continued on page 6

Y,

We care, We Count, WE VOTE!
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[ DEMOCRACY WORKS! I

REAL Friends of Coal
continued from page 5

“investments’ tolegidativecampaigns.

As Julie Archer, the research analyst for the
Mountain State Education and Research Foundation
(MSERF), so aptly put it: “Coal keepsthelightsonfor
theseelected officiads.”

We can’tignorethe contributions of coal and its
supportersto newly elected Supreme Court Justice Brent
Benjamin. Brent Benjamin received $248,200 from coal
and itssupporters, or 31 percent of histotal contributions.
Not surprisingly, thebiggest portion of that money, $44,400,
camefrom Massey Energy executives, membersof their
board of directorsand their spouses. If oneincludesmoney
from theAddington Brothers, who sold Horizon Resources
to Massey Energy, and “ Buck” Harless, who until recently

Sake of theKids, and another $500,000 in an independent
campaign.

Someoneoncesaid that “ Electionsthat arefor sde
aren'tfree” Wecan't hepwondering how impartia Justice
Brent Benjamin will be when issues regarding Massey
Energy or other coal companiescomebeforethe Court.

The Peopl€e’s Election Reform Coalition, who
supplied thisdata, isajoint project of OVEC, WV CAG
and their sister organization, MSERF. PERC has been
tracking, analyzing and publicizing contributionsfromthe
coal industry to“our” politicianssincethe 1996 election
cycle.

Thedatacomesstraight from thecampaignfinance
reportsthat candidates are required to file with the West
VirginiaSecretary of State.

served on Massey
Energy’sboardof f TABLE 3 \
directors, that Campaign contributions from COAL and its supporters to West Virginia
bumpsthetotal to legislators, by year.
$44.,800.

This 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 Total
amount seems || $195350 $251,806  $184,238  $223,576  $291,012  $1,145,981

paltry compared &

to the amount of
money that Massey Energy’ sCEO, Don Blankenship, spent
on the WV Supreme Court race. According to the
Charleston Daily Mail: “Last fal hespent millionsof his
own dollarsin asuccessful effort to see that incumbent
Supreme Court Justice Warren McGraw was defeated.”
PERC calculates that Blankenship spent
approximately $2.5 million onthe 527 group, And For the

Protests Planned for Monongahela

National Forest Management Plan

OnAugust 12, the US Forest Servicereleased its
recommendationsfor management of the Monongahela
National Forest over the next 10 -15 years. The Bush
administration ignored the wishes of West Virginiansand
proposed aplan, called Alternative 2, whichfallsto protect
theMon’sspecial placesand opensprevioudy untouched
areastologging, road building and other destructiveactivity.

West Virginians are coming together under the
banner of the WV Wilderness Coalition to urgethe Forest
Service to abandon Alternative 2 in favor of greater
protection for wild landsin the Mon, many of which are
contained within the plan known asAlternative 3.

Thepubliccomment period for theDr aft For est
Plan runsthrough Nov. 14; to learn more and make your
voiceheard, scewww.wvwild.org. €

Recycle your ink jet printer cartridges and help OVEC raise
$$$. Call or e-mail Maryanne, (304) 522-0246, or
mago@ezwv.com, to get your postage-paid bags.



M DEMOCRACY WORKS! I
Over theTop! OVEC and WV-CAG Reach $$$ Goal

Youdidit! Thankstoal of youwho sent adonation
to OVEC or WV CitizenAction Group to help usmeet and
exceed a$25,000 challenge grant from the Piper Fund by
the July 30 deadline.

We extend deep gratitude to DL Hamilton, who
took the time to make a personal pleato her friends and
colleaguesto help insure our success. Inaddition, inthe
waning days of our campaign, OVEC and WV CAG
members Sam and Winkie Kusic took the pressure off by
offering to get usto thetop if needed. Big sigh of relief.
Thiswork ischallenging enough, so their generous offer
allowed dll of ustorelax aswe continued our fund-raising
efforts. Thanks, SamandWinkie! Your phonecdl certainly
made my day.

By meeting thischallenge, the People’sElection
Reform Coadlition (OVEC and WV CAG'sjoint campaign
financereform project) ensured wewill receivean additiond
$25,000 from the Piper Fund. Yup, that’sontop of theover
$27,000 weraised fromfolkslikeyou. We are bowled over
by the outpouring of grassroots support. Most donations
cameto usinsmall checksthat added up quickly —asure
sign that West Virginians support Fair and Clean Election

Clean Elections Video Available

Thesuccessof Maineand Arizona sClean Election
systemisdocumented inashort video, “ TheRoad to Clean
Elections,” narrated by journdist Bill Moyers. If youwould
liketo receiveacopy to sharewith your friends, neighbors,
or others please contact us at ohvec@ohvec.org or call
(304) 522-0246. ©

2004 Supreme Court Race Most Negative

Charleston Gazette, June 28, 2005

Last year’sSupreme Court dectionsinWest Virginia
werethemost negativein the country, according to areport
issued Monday ...

“Thetoneand content of thetelevision advertising
inthisrace... wereamong the most negative and vitriolic
seen anywhere,” wrotethe authors of the study, conducted
by the Justice at Stake Campaign and itspartners.

Incumbent Justice Warren McGraw defeated
Greenbrier Circuit Judge Jm Rowe in the Democratic
primary, beforelosing to Republicanlawyer Brent Benjamin
continued on page 9

(FACE) campaign financereform. Also, our effortswere
bolstered by afew larger donationsfrom anonymousdonors.

Thisadditiond fundingwill hdpuscontinueeducating
more peoplestatewide about thisvoluntary, alternativeway
tofinancelegidative campaignsknown asFair and Clean
Elections—a*“voter-owned” systemthat levelsthe playing
field for candidates (see www.wvoter-owned.org for more
info).

If West Virginid slegidaurepassed aFar and Clean
Electionshill, likethey haveinManeandArizona, candidates
for the statehouse could spend moretimetaking about issues
instead of fund-raising. They could run onthemerit of their
ideas. People without personal wealth, but who have a
wealth of ideasand the energy to servethe publicinterest,
would have access to funds to run a viable campaign.
Incumbent legislators who opt to run under this“voter-
owned” systemwould befreeto votetheir conscience—
instead of feeling beholdento special interest contributors.
Thissystem can help usto changethe FACE of politicsin
West Virginial

Here's how Fair and Clean Elections works: A
candidate pledges not to accept any campaign donations
from specid interestsnor contribute any money personaly
tothecampaign. Then he/she collectsaset number of $5
contributions from voters in hisher district. This $5
“qualifying contribution” isset low for areason. Itinsures
greater participationin thedemocratic processof eections
by the voters and has the added benefit of providing a
grassroots, volunteer base for the candidate during the
campaign.

Getting dected by using public fundsunder the Fair
and Clean Elections system meansthat the winner owes
hig’her alegianceto the public—not special interests.

Under our current system, 99.5 percent of all
campai gn contributionsinWest Virginiacomesfrom specia
interest donors. Let'sfaceit. It'snearly impossiblefor any
politicianto get € ected without taking gpecid interest money.
But aFair and Clean Electionssystemwould give paliticians
achoice.

Let your legidator hear fromyoutoday. Tell him/
her that West Virginianeeds aFair and Clean Elections
system that reducesthe undueinfluence of Big Codl, Big
Hedlthcare, Big Pharmaceuticalsand other specid interests.

We care, We Count, WE VOTE!
7



ABusHELoF THA NKS!

Margaret Chapman, SaraBird, Sandy Fischer, Chuck Wyrostok, Mary Wildfire, Don Alexander, and Carey Lea
for being legal observers at recent coalfield protests and rallies.

Mary Ellen O’ Farrell and Larry Gibson for getting arrested for trespassing at Goals Coal with coalfield residents
and Mountain Justice Summer participants while trying to deliver demands.

Pat Barker for doing loads of research on behalf of Citizens or Clean Elections for Justice at Stake's report.

Scott Straight, Michael Morrison, Lora Varney, Chris Worth and Brandi Jacobs for their commitment to the
OVEC Anti Racism Transformation Team.

Benji Burrell, Hannah Banana, Chris Dudeson, Ed Wiley, Constance Sisk, Jesse Mwaura and Hillary Hosta for
working hard this summer at the Coalfield Sustainability Project; Dannielle, Chad, Ukiah and Matthew Noerpel for being
super committed volunteers in the Coal River Valley and al the other good-hearted young Mountain Justice Summer
people who have helped this summer and made M JS a success beyond our wildest dreams; Michael Morrison and Lora
Varney for helping out with the Listening Project; Scott Straight for his time spent with us, and for al of his hard work
on the Democracy Works project.

Allen Johnson and others for the Christians for the Mountains.

Sarah Stephenson for the kinds words of support that never fail to bring a smile.

Maria Gunnoe, Joan Linville, Walter and Carol Young, Leroy, Genevaand Charles Runyon, Billy Sammons and
the Browns for their relentless work in Boone and Mingo counties. All the hardworking folks in the watershed group on
Island Run in Logan County.

For the July 30 Rally: Christopher Runyon, George Hockley, Dan Kash, Julie Archer, and anyone we might be
forgetting, who tabled for OVEC; Winnie Fox, Meagan Duffy, Joan Linville, Maria Gunnoe, Denver Mitchell, Billy
Sammons, Carol & Walter Young for their help with outreach for the July 30th protest; the energetic and creative
“radical” cheerleaders who led usin cheers; the “lovely” participants in the Ms. Mountaintop Removal contest; to Ron
Sowell, T. Paige Dal Porto, TonyaAdkins, Jen Osha, Maryanne Hitt, Danny Dolinger, and Benji Burrell for adding their
musical talent; Greg Carroll for his ever-faithful technical assistance and awesome new PA; Michael Morrison for
making a gazillion phone calls to OVEC members asking them to come to the rally; Michael Morrison, Adam Brown,
Jesse Mwaura and others for helping us set up and take down at the rally; Mike Harman for capturing the sound; Maria
Gunnoe, Walter Young, Leon Miller, Judy Bonds, Bill Price, Bo Webb, Ed Wiley, Joan Linville, Winnie Fox, Rev. Jim
Lewisand Larry Gibson, who spoke about the impacts of mountaintop removal on their lives and others; ReginaHendrix
for supplying a step ladder and pink slip; Kathryn Stone for supplying water, bananas and (most importantly) chocolate
to the volunteers taking down rally flyersin Charleston and for constantly doing so, so much behind the scenes; and to
the 400+ people who came out to the 30 July Stop Mountaintop Removal rally in Charleston! We're probably leaving
someone out, so please forgive us!  Your volunteerism is the lifeblood of our work!

Hillary Hosta for conducting the non-violence training at the Summit for the Mountains.

Steve Fesenmaier for leading the chargeto have “ Battle of Blair Mountain” declared an official Subject Heading
by the Library of Congress.

RB for continuing and extensive support. Tom Jones for the great message of support.

Thanks to SouthWings for amazing educational efforts.

Lynda Anne Ewen for al her hard work on the Mountain Defender; Adam Brown for consultation on the
newspaper, and all the committed volunteers who distributed all the copies of the paper.

Kathryn Stone, Jerry Knighten and Vicky Wolfe for volunteering as OVEC reps on the WV Public TV telethon.
Forrest Hale for setting it up.

Congratulations

Congratulations to OV EC board member Elinore Taylor whose play, “ Appalachian Spring Postponed,” about a
woman running for governor in West Virginia, showed in Huntingtonin July. Taylor told the Herald-Dispatch that while
the account isfictional, it borrows from aspects of the recent campaigns of Charlotte Pritt and Denise Giardinia, both of
whom ran for governor in West Virginia.

“Itisan imaginary story, but thethrust of the story istrue today — that the two parties are pretty much beholden
to certain powers in this state,” Taylor told the newspaper.

Despite the humor in the play, Taylor hopes it sparks people to pay attention and take an active role in politics
and issues such as mountaintop removal.

Congrats to Robert Salyer of Appalachia for finishing his documentary Sudge, about the Martin County, Ky.,
coal sludge disaster. Look for Jack Spadaro and OVEC and Coal River Mountain Watch folks in the film.




“Chrigtiansfor theMountains’ Organizesin WV

by Allen Johnson

“TheEarthistheLord's’ wasthethemeof over 20
Chrigtiansgatheringin Charleston to organize astrategy to
protect and restore God' screationintheAppa achianregion.
Derivingtheir stancefroman array of scripturesincluding
Psalm 24's“The EarthistheLord's,” the group pledged
their effortsto mobilize Christiansand their churchesto
combat grievous ravages against God's Earth such as
mountaintop remova (MTR) cod extraction.

Several of those attending are well-established
activists in secular environmental groups. Judy Bonds
exclaimed, “My faithin God iswhat givesme motivation
and strength to carry onin thefight to save the mountains
andthecommunities.” Chrigtiansfor theMountainswill build
itsown unique, faith-based identity in order to reach out to
Chrigtiansand their churches.

Onehighlight of thegathering wasatripto Kayford
Mountain, siteof amassve M TR operation. Larry Gibson,
who owns and protects a small piece of property as an
idandinthemidst of the surrounding land carnage, gavean

Supreme Court Race Nasty
continued from page 7

inthegenerd eection....

And For The Sake of the Kids, an independent
IRS 527 political group, raised more than $3.6 million
between August and November to attack McGraw with
television ads, according to reportsfiled with the Interna
Revenue Service.

Massey Energy President Donald L. Blankenship
contributed nearly $2.5 million, or nearly 69 percent of the
group'sfunding...

“The2004 M cGraw-Benjamin racedrew national
attention becauseitinvolved someof thenastiest muddinging
inthe history of modern American court campaigns,” said
Bert Brandenberg, executivedirector of JusticeAt Stake.

“Without reforms, West Virginia is doomed to
becomeaperennia target of nationa specia-interest groups
who want courtsthat will ruleintheir interest, not the public
interest,” hesaid.

“Thetimefor warnings hascomeand gone,” the
report concludes. “Every statethat electsjudges needsto
act, quickly, beforethe new politicsof judicial elections
undermines the impartiality and independence of their
courts.”

The complete report is available online at
wwwjudticeatstake.org. €

Watch your step! Fred Kruger and others examine
the massive destruction at Kayford Mountain.

impassioned speech tothegroup. “I’'msogladyou are here,
but why did you [meaning Christians] take so long?’
Impressed by the visual impact of aM TR site, the group
agreed that inviting and urging church groupstovist Gibson's
property and for clergy totakeairplaneflyoverswould be
an effective strategy to teach and motivate themto action.

The group included Catholic and Protestant
Chridians. Initidly theorganizationwill cong s of atemporary
steering committeethat will devel op aconstituency, expand
anetwork for communication, build aweb page, work ona
visual mediapresentation specifically geared for church
audiences, and participate in public events, including
Mountain Justice Summer.

As the network develops, people will be
encouraged and helped to contact their local churches, write
letters to newspaper editors, set up talks at church
conferences, and encourage and challenge people of every
wak toreflect biblicdly, theologicaly, and withintheir church
tradition ontheir respongbility toward God for creation. A
mission statement isinthe processof devel opment.

Christians for the Mountains needs people who
identify with Christianfaith and concern for theenvironment
to contact us. Mobilizing the many peoplein Appalachia
who identify with Christian faith to personally take
responsibility for God's creation and to advocatefor public
policy that will restoreand protect God'screationwill make
anextraordinary pogitiveeffect.

For more information or to get involved with
Christians for the Mountains go to
www.christiansforthemountains.org or e-mail
info@chrigiansforthemountainsorg. €



States Suing EPA Over Proposed Mercury Pollution Standards

Fifteen states are suing the so-called US
Environmenta ProtectionAgency becauseitsnew sandards
onmercury pollution aretoo weak.

Most mercury inthe United Statescomesfrom cod-
fired power plant smokestacks. Air emissions fall into
waterwaysand end upinfish.

Almogt dl states (including West Virginiaand Ohio)
havewarningsagai nst consuming too much fish because of

@ Song for the Pain of Our\\
West VirginiaMountains

Rve aias 11018
Musicandlyrics A by TonyaAdkins
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Revelations 11:18 “ The nations were angry, and
your wrath came, as did the time for the dead to be
judged, and to give your bondservantsthe prophets,
their reward, as well as to the saints, and those
who fear your name, to the small and the great;

&and to destroy those who destroy the earth.” /

themercury, whichisaneurotoxinthat can damagethebrain
and nervoussystem. It isespecially dangerousto children,
eveninsmal amounts.

Once again, the federal government istrying to
weskenregulationsfor itsfossl fud friends—at theexpense
of ourkids hedth. €

First Issue of Mountain Defender
Newspaper a Success!

As part of the outreach done by the Mountain
Justice Summer campaign in West Virginia, about 20
volunteerscombed the coa fieldsin Boone, Raeigh, Mingo,
Logan, McDowell, and Wyoming countiesin the week
before July 30.

They distributed about 13,000 copiesof thefirst
issue of the West Virginia Mountain Defender. Theidea
was birthed at thisyear’s Summit for theMountainsasa
tool for outreach and education.

The issue included information on various
organizationsworking to end mountaintop removd, alist of
dudgeimpoundment failuresinWest Virginia, and articles
on the recent successes in the Marsh Fork Elementary
School campaign. ©

Global Warming May Take Economic Toll

from Rueters, August 12, 2005

WASHINGTON - TheWhite House' srefusal to
consider government capson greenhouse gasemissions
may savethe US economy short-term pain, but experts
warn unchecked global heat could exact aheavy long-run
tall.

“Whilethereare costs associated with reducing
emissions, thereare certainly costsassociated with not
doing anything,” said Kevin Forbes, head of Catholic
University’seconomicsdepartment. “ It would be, inmy
opinion, folly not totry to do something.”

... I think it’soneof the great tragediesof our
erathat theadministration hasn't risen to the occasion on
this. It'scommitting future generationsto extraordinary
costsand problems,” said James Gustave Speth, dean of
the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies. €

“... and in another failed attempt by
King Coal to introduce non-native
species to ‘reclaimed’ mountaintop
removal sites, flamingos failed to
flourish in WV ... just kidding!”



MOUNTAIN JUSTICE SUMMER

Coal River ResdentsWin Major Victory; Proposed
Coal SloWasToo Closeto Elementary School

After monthsof increased agitation and pressure
led by community-based volunteers from Coal River
Mountain Watch, the WV Department of Environmental
Protection hasrevoked aMassey Energy permit. The permit
would have allowed the Goals Coal prep plant to build a
second towering cod slojust 260 feet fromthe Marsh Fork
Elementary School in Raleigh County.

Arearesdentsclaimthe plantisalooming danger
tothe health and safety of school kidsand teachers, because
of thecoa dugt, thetoxic chemical sused in coa-prepping,
theleaking coa sludgeimpoundment and blasting at the
mountaintop removal site abovethe schooal.

The1977 mininglavsprohibit surfacemining activity
within 300 feet of schools, but the DEP originally granted
the silo permit, despite heated opposition from residents,
saying that the coal plant was grandfathered out of the
applicablelaw. Massey had even started building thesilo
beforethe permit wasissued.

After some good old-fashioned investigative
reporting by the Charleston Gazette's Ken Ward, DEP
was forced to acknowledge that permit boundary maps
Goals Coa submitted (as part of its permit request)
somehow encompassed more areathan earlier versions of

continued on page 12
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On May 31, more than 150 people rallied outside Massey Energy’s Goals Coal facility to protest the proposed
expansion near an elementary school. Massey security asked the state police to arrest some protesters for

trespassing after several tried to present a list of demands to Goals Coal.

photo by Viv Sockman



MOUNTAIN JUSTICE
SUMMER

continued from page 11

the map. DEP had no choice but to revokeits
recently-granted permit. Massey is appealing
DEP sdecision.

Congratulaionsto Cod River Mountain
Watch, Codfield Sustainability Project, Mountain
Justice Summer participantsand OVEC gaff and
volunteerswho hel ped with thisamazing, locally-
led effort! Your efforts have exposed major
problems within DEP. You’ve also made
Governor Manchinhighly awareof thestuation
- he has set up a committee to look into this
particular case.

Theattention onthisspecificfacility has
increased awareness about thetoxic chemicals
used at coal prep plants, the danger of coal
sludge impoundments and the overall
guestionablelegality of mountaintop removal.
Excellentwork!

Here's how it all unfolded:

May 24 — About 100 people rallied outside

At therequest of Massey Energy officials, Mary Ellen O'Farrell,
with Christiansfor the Mountains, and Larry Gibson, an OVEC
board member, are cuffed and arrested for trespassing at Massey's
coal processing plant by apologetic West Virginia Sate Police.

Massey Energy’s Goals Coal facility. After Coal River
Mountain Watch’'sBo Webb and Judy Bondstried to deliver
alist of demandsto the foreman, Massey security asked

G %

L

Massey evidently feared some kind of trouble on May
24, hence the large State Police presence, but the
protesters kept things peaceful, in linewith Mountain
Justice Summer guidelines.

12

the state policeto arrest them for trespassing. After the
crowd dispersed, the pair wereticketed for trespassing and
rel eased, with an gpology from the state policefor havingto
arrest them.

May 26 —About 100 people attend aDEP hearing asking
theagency to please not grant Massey Energy’ srequest for
another silo at its Goals Cod plant.

May 31—Threegrandmotherswerethefirst of 16 people
arrested out of acrowd of 150 assembled to onceagaintry
to deliver the list of demands to Massey. Parents,
grandparents and concerned citizensworry that thetoxic
chemicalsused at the plant are endangering the health of
school children and teachers. Several menwho worked at
theplant arevery ill from chemica poisoning and somehave
died. In addition to the chemicals, people are worried
because they believethe coa sludgeimpoundment built
abovethe school isshoddily constructed and leaking.

“For the past oneand ahdf yearswehave gpped ed
to the WV DER, the Raleigh County School Board, the
WYV Dept. of Hedlth and Human Resources, the Governors
office, the county health department, many state politicians,
andthefedera Environmenta ProtectionAgency,” saidBo

continued on page 13



MOUNTAIN JUSTICE SUMMER

continued from page 12

Webb of Naoma, WV.
Until the citizen pressure
greatly intensified this
summer, no one was
ligening.

June 21— Severa people
met with Governor
Manchin to discuss
concerns about the prep
plant, the coal sludge
impoundment and the
mountaintop removal
operation above Marsh
Fork Elementary. The
governor said he will
contact thegroupinfiveto
seven days. Hedid not.

June 30— DEP approved
GoalsCoal secondsilo.

June 30—A contingent of
concerned parents and
otherstraveled from \West
Virginiato Massey Energy headquartersin Richmond, Va
totry todeliver thelist of demands about the Goals Codl
prep plant. Two were arrested.

July 5—EdWiley, aRock Creek resident and grandfather
of oneof the230 studentsat Marsh Fork Elementary, staged
asit-in onthe State Capitol steps, refusing to leave until
Governor Manchin cameout to meet with him. Thegovernor
did come out and agreed to examine the situation at the
school.

July 8—More concerned residents, joined by coal Sudge
impoundment expert Jack Spadaro, met withthegovernor’'s
aides. Spadaro said that Massey is adding to the
impoundment by building ontop of durry that wasprevioudy
dumped and hashardened. He said such afoundationisnot
stable and could cause thedam to collapse.

July 8 — Over 200 people converged on Massey
headquartersin Richmond, Va. People again attempted to
ddiver thelist of demands. Someonedid snatch thelist and
scurried withitinto the Massey building. No one cameout
to speak with the protesters.

13

At the May 31 protest at the Goals Coal preparation plant, it wasthe gr andmothers
who werearrested first. Altogether, 16 peoplewere arrested by the state police during
the peaceful event.

July 13 — The Charleston Gazette reported that DEP
alowed Massey Energy to start building thenew coal silo
morethan two monthsbefore permitsfor the project were
approved.

July 15 —-After Charleston Gazetteinvestigative reporter
Ken Ward pointed out errors on permit boundary maps
that DEP used to grant Goa sCod itspermit, DEP suspended
the permit pending investigations.

July 19, 20 and 21 — Coal River Mountain Watch and
Coadlfield Sustainability Project led aseriesof “YouAre
Not Alone” marchesnear Marsh Fork Elementary. Onthe
19", people marched barefoot through the school’s
playground so they could seefirst hand how much dangerous
coal dust settlesthere.

July 22 —Mountain Justice Summer and CRMW hosted
theLiving Community Fair on thegroundsof Marsh Fork
Elementary to exploreand envision asustainable, locally-

based economy on Coal River. )
continued on page 14
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continued from -
page 13

July 24 — The
federal Office of
Surface Mining
announced it will
investigatehow West
Virginia regul ators
review coal
company proposals
for mine permit
revisions. (Don't
hold your breath.
Keep fighting,
because the second
yourelax, OSM will
forget al about thidl)

July 26 — DEP
rescinded the Goals
Cod permit.

July 28 — Massey
announced it will

gppea DEP sruling.

Right Now — We
know what a
differencethepeople
united canmake! Let’skeep at it. Remember, sustained,
positivesocia and environmenta change only comesabout
through activecommunity involvement.

Andthat'snot all - weare getting lots of national
attention inthe newsmedia, asthisstory shows:

Taking their cue from Southern civil rights
movementsof the’ 60s, agroup of green-minded individuas
have declared thisseason M ountain Justice Summer. Inlate
May the group hosted afive-day camp, which netted about
100 people, aimed at gathering activiststogether and teaching
them about non-violent strategies and skillsto opposethe
mining.

“We have areal solid core of peoplethat areall
interested inlearning and doing whatever they cantowork
on thisissue,” said Sarah, one of the organizers of the
Mountain Justice Summe.

Participantshaveadready held severd ralliesat

¢ i\

You know that we are going to win in the end, because our signs are
better! Here Betty Ross makes her feelings very plain about one coal
company- MASSEY: MAKING APPALACHIA STEADILY SICKER EVERY YEAR .
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permit hearings,
and 16 activists
were arrested on
May 31 while
attempting to
deliver their
demands for the
cessation of strip
mining to Massey
Energy, acompany
that produced 41
milliontonsof coal
in 2003, according
to their own
website.
Local
press have picked
up on the issue,
providing
supportive
coverage to
activists' efforts,
said Sarah, who
creditstheresulting
attention for the
recent outreach by
the West Virginia
governor’sofficeto
Coal River
Mountain Watch. “The facts just aren’t on [the coal
companies] side,” sheargued. “It just seemsridiculousto
methat one of their
biggest defenses is
that we' rejust being
emotional. | mean,
how canyouligento
someof thesestories
and not be
horrified?’
- from “Bringing
DownTheMountain
Killers FghtingKing
Coa inW.Va.,” by
Rahul Chadha, New
York City
IndyMedia, June 20,
2005. ©




MOUNTAIN JUSTICE SUMMER
SuccessBrings Threatsto PI’OJ ect Organlzers

by Vivian Sockman

Almost assoon asthe
Codfidd Sustainability Project
organizers, |oosely associated
with the Mountain Justice
Summer (MJS) campaign,
moved into ahousein Naoma,
WYV, many of their new
neighbors greeted them with
gestures of solidarity and
support, induding giftsof cakes
and afreezer-full of mest.

Some, however, were
quick to label themountaintop
removal opponents as
“outsiders.” Some drove by
early inthemorning, blaring
hornsand screaming profanity.
At 4:30 am. on June 8, a
vandal or vandalssmashedin
the rear window of a truck
belonging to aresident of the
organizers house.

Coa River Mountain
Watch aso hasbeenthetarget
of intimidationtactics, perhaps
because the combined efforts
of Friends of the Mountains
groupsand the M JS campaign have resulted in heightened
publicity over Marsh Fork Elementary in particular and
mountai ntop removal ingeneral.

Their officereceived someangry callsabout the
Mountain Defender newspaper. Far worse, Judy Bonds
and Bo Webb received warningsthat they would end up at
the bottom of a mine crack if they kept up their work.
Someone swerved her car at Bo during one of the marches
inCod River Vdley.

OVEC board member Larry Gibsonisno stranger
to unkind and ignorant acts by bullieswho want to cow him
into not speaking out. Perhapsbecause he hashosted MJS
folkson Kayford Mountain severd times, Larry hasendured
severd actsof vanddismthissummer.

Someone smashed hissolar panel's, spray-painted
his cabin and broke hismotion-activated light and pulled
outitswires. Thelightwasinplacetodert Larry if someone

no one was hurt.

A rock just “happened” to smash through therear
window of one organizer’s vehicle parked in front
of the storefront office the Coalfield Sustainability
Project is working out of in Naoma, WV. Luckily,

photo by M atthew Noer pel
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wassnooping around hiscabin
anight.

When Larry spokeat
our July 30 Stop Mountaintop
Remova Raly, heinvitedfolks
to his place to see
mountaintop removd first hand
andto camp over that evening
onthemountain.

About 1 am. that
next morning, someonefired
shotsnear Larry’scabin.

Inthefollowing days,
a network of people began
researching how they could
install abetter security system
on Kayford Mountain. They
arecollecting donationsfor thet
system, whichwill includea
new solar panel for power.

MJS was conceived
and implemented as a non-
violent campaign, in which
there would be no property
destruction. Evenintheface
of bullying, vandalism and
death thresats, there have been
no acts of property
destruction or violence on our part.

Meanwhile, Waker Machinery profitsby sdlingthe
huge machinesthat destroy our mountainsand rob miners
of jobs.

Walker’smarketing manager wrotean op-ed, “Be
wary of radical protesters,” which hassofar appearedin
the Charleston Gazette and Morgantown Dominion-Post.

“State residents, especially Southern West
Virginians, should bewary of strangersintheir communities
thissummer,” Walker wrote. Heaccuses“ominous’ MJS
of being “willingto not only breek thelaw but to useviolence
inan effort to movetheir agendaforward.”

Thisisstrangecoming fromamanwho profitsfrom
anindustry that apparently feel sfreeto operate outsidethe
law; an industry that uses three million pounds of high
explosivesevery working day onWest Virginia'slife-filled
mountains,

continued on page 16



Success Brings Threats
continued from page 15

Walker continues, “West Virginia-based environmental
groups—the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, Coal
River Mountain Watch and perhaps the Highlands
Conservancy —appear to beinvolved inthiseffort, but to
what extent?Will they be ableto restrainthemorevolatile
out-of-state contingent and moreimportantly, should they
be held accountableif thiseffort devolvesinto property
destruction and/or violence? ...| would encouragereaders
to be cognizant of thiseffort, and to keep an eye out for
Srangers”

AsDave Cooper wrotein aletter to theeditor about
this op-ed, “West Virginians have nothing to fear from
Mountain Justice Summer. | just wish | could say the same
about Walker Machinery and the coa industry.”

Noamahouseresident, Ellen Osuna, dsowritingto
theeditor about thisop-ed, noted, “ Asfar asbeing outsiders
— when we see an issue like MTR that is profoundly
destructive, something that hurtstheland, air and water that
sustainslifefor al people, something that takesaway jobs

“Thereis amoral obligation on the part of
churches, communities, and the state to
speak out against acts of violence and
threats against those who are protesting
mountaintop removal. We must do all that
we can to protect them in their exercise of
their First Amendment rights in order to
protect not only people, butin avery deep
sense, the integrity of the nation.”

Rev. Jeff Allen

and pretends to do the opposite, wetry our best to help,
especialy when our hel pisrequested by resdentswho have
been displaced and sickened because of MTR. Wedo not
reply ‘No, can't helpyou, you' renot from our hometowns .”
People are certainly allowed to have differing
opinions. But vandalism and threatsare plainwrong. As
wrong as blowing up mountains, burying streams and
destroying our mountain heritage, our kids futures. €

Energy Bill: Billion$of Reasonsto Support Real Campaign Finance Reform

Viceprez Dick Cheney’s secret energy task force
(openonly tofossil fuel honchos) and Congress' pork fest
gaveusthe 1,724 page energy law-monstrosity. It givesno

GET ACTION ALERTS!

Stay Informed by E-mail: Join OVEC’s Action
Alert! e-mail list by sending an e-mail with “join
list” in the subject line to vivian@ohvec.org. This
is not a discussion list, so you won't be swamped
with e-mails.

Stay Informed by Phone: If you don’t have or
don’t like e-mail, call the OVEC office at (304)
522-0246 and ask to be put on our Call List. We'll
need your name and phone number. Don’t worry
- we will only call to let you know about major
events or actions.

Stay Informed by WWW: Visit www.ohvec.org
frequently for news and action updates. Check
out our extensive background information in the
Issues section. Look for your friends in the
People in Action section.

thought to our kids' future and dangerously ignoresthe
devastating newson globa warming. Thenew law:

¢ Containsnew limitson public participation in energy-
related decisions, alterationsof clean water law and pre-
emptionof gates rightswhenit comesto building dectricity
transmissionlinesand liquefied natural gasport facilities.

¢ Does nothing to protect the environment against the
depredation of drilling, mining and nuclear-wastedisposal.
¢ Doesnot mandate higher fudl efficiency for automobiles.
$Handsamultibillion-dollar gift totheoil and cod indudtries,
whichweredready making record profits, includinga$1.8
billion program to promote* clean” coal.

¢ Givesthenuclear industry $14.3 billionin subsidiesand
tax breaks, plusunlimited taxpayer-backed |oan guarantees
and insurance protection for new reactors.

¢ Givesthelion’sshareof funding for “ renewable” energy
to Big Cornfor ethanol, which arecent study found takes
moreenergy to createthanityields.

If al of thebill’'sprogramsarefunded, thelaw’s
pricetag will reach $81 billion, and most of thewindfall will
gototheaready profitable oil and coal industries. Now
they canhireeven morelobbyiststo suff thecampaign coffers
of “our” politicians.

When you're finished with this newsletter, please pass it on!



Midwest Renewable Energy Fair - A Vision of the Future, Today

While mountaintop removal perpetuatorswould
have usbelieve coa isthe only energy sourcethat keeps
thelightson, hugenumbersof folksare proving themwrong.
They’ re creating sustainablejobsand
leaving abetter world for our kids.

Thousands of these green
energy advocates and small-scale
renewable energy manufacturers
attended the 16th annual Renewable
Energy and SustainableLiving Fair, held
by the Midwest Renewable Energy
Association (MREA) in Wisconsin.
OVEC's founder and co-director,
Dianne Bady, delivered a keynote
addressat thefair, thelargest such event
intheworld.

MREA president Mick Sagrillo
asked Dianneto spesk after helearned
about her in On Wisconsin, the
University of Wisconsin's alumni
magazine. Inintroducing Dianne, Mick
said after reading thearticle hethought,
“Thisisadangerouswoman! We vegot
to have her speak!”

Diannewasalittleworried her
speech about mountaintop removal would be a downer
amidst so much positive action and hope (there were

Dianne hugs “her” oak tree
(shades of OVEC’slogo!).

hundredsof workshopsand boothsét thefair), but she spoke
of our successeson other issuesand talked about the power
of organized people.

The audience was shocked to
learn that, in southern West Virginia,
mountaintop removers use 3 million
poundsof explosivesonworking days.
Theaudience appeared deeply moved
by the stories Dianne told about the
human and ecological toll of
mountaintop removal. We bet her
speech bolstered many in both their
personal and political commitment to
renewableenergy.

MREA honored Dianne by
planting atreefor her ontheir Avenue
of theAdvocates. Mick said they chose
an oak for Dianne becauseitissucha
strong tree!

OVEC gaffer Vivian Sockman
attended thefair with Dianne, and both
say they learned alot.

For instance, Germany has
committed to getting 100 percent of its
energy from renewable sources!

Everywhere people spoke up for the decentralization of our
energy systems (ashasOVEC).

Many caledfor aleve playingfiedd—

ather giverenewablesthesamesubsdiesthat
foss| fuelsinthe United Setesreceiveor better
yet, take away the subsidiesfor fossil fuels,
and don’t even give any to renewabl e energy.
Let thefreemarket befree, andlet thepeople
choose what power they want. Our bet is
parents will choose the power sources that
don’t poisontheir kids.

Dianneand Viv cameaway fromthe
Midwest Renewable Energy Fair buoyed by
theincredible group of peopleworking and
living every day with sane, safeand reliable
renewableenergy.

Thesefolksaredeterminedto change
thefuturefor the better, no matter what the
fossil fuel fools in DC and certain state
governmentsdo to try to stop them.

We have seenthefuture: Itispeople

¢

There were dozens of exhibits and demonstrations at the Midwest

photosby Viv Sockman power anditisus!
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WYV Archivesand History Commission Agrees: Blair Mountain Must
Be Saved from Coal Mining, Belongs on National Register

by Regina Hendrix

The Friends of the
Mountains nomination for
Blar Mountaintobelistedon
Nationa Register of Historic
Placeswasthefirstitemon
the agenda at the May 6
meeting of theArchivesand
History Commission, where
agtanding-room-only crowd
had assembled.

Historian and FOM
consultant Frank Unger made
a compelling presentation,
with maps and aerial
photography of the
nomination area, a10-mileintact ridgelinecontaining 1,600
acres.

Bob McCluskey, a Jackson & Kelly attorney
representing Friends of Coal, was next and, as expected,
wasNOT infavor of preserving thispiece of history. He
nitpicked at the nomination procedure and brought up the
coal industry’ stired old argumentsabout jobsand national
security. You know, blow up the mountainsfor the good of
Americaand use machinesto replace miners.

Whilecoa production hasrisen, coa employment
hasdropped nearly 75 percentinthelast 20 years. If Blair
Mountainisdetermined eligiblefor the National Register
and the companies cannot blow up theridge, they might
haveto recover the coal by conventional methods. This
could becomeknown astheBlair JobsBill.

After the presentations, state staff pointed out that
the preservation of Blair Mountain would not restrict the
use of the land. Next there were 20-some speakers who
commented on the nomination, thefirst of whichwasour
mystery guest—William C. Blizzard—in person, telling usof
hisrecollection of hisfather’stria in CharlesTown.

Following the Blizzard family introductions, there
were supporting statementsby WV author DeniseGiardina
and|abor historian Fred Barkey. Of course, thereweresome
that didn’t support the nomination, such asthe Dingess-
Rum Landholding Co. and suppliersof heavy equipment
used inmountaintop removal.

Another honored guest in attendance was OVEC
member Kenneth King, aL ogan resident who has been
working for the past 10-plusyearsto savethis piece of

Aerial view of the proposed historic area, showing the
10-mile long ridgeline that was a key location during

the Battle of Blair Mountain.

history. Kenny isanamateur
archaeologist and historian.

Asthemeeting drew
toaclose, thevotewastaken
andthecommissonmembers
voted unanimoudy toforward
the nomination to National
Park Service. This
nomination has been
attempted several times
during the past 25 yearsand
for various reasons it was
never presented to National
Park Service.

Thanks to all
(especidly thoseinthe State
Historic Preservation Office) who labored long hoursto
move the nomination forward in order to preserve labor
history and to acknowledge that working peoplein West
Virginia scoalfields contributed mightily to thiscountry’s
labor history. The Commission’sunanimousvotewasan
acknowledgment of theimportance of thispieceof history.
Itisatremendousdemondtration of respect for Appaachians
andtheir cultureand heritage.

Almost two monthsafter itsvote, the Commission
had still NOT sent the nomination on to the Keeper of the
Registry for the next stepsin the process. Thanksto FOM
friend, attorney Bill Depaulo, who made the commission
awareof arulethat required themto forward thenomination
if they had not madethe nominatorsaware of any problems
within 45 days. The K eeper now hasour nomination. €

On Daring to Speak Out:

“Thesortsof strong-arm tacticstheresidents of
mountainousA ppalachiahave had to endureare
chilling, asif someonehad takentheplot of a
prohibition-eraMafiamovieandre-set itintherural
hillsof Southeast America. Much likethe seamsof
coal that run dark veinsthrough the mountains of
Appaachia, thetiesbetween the coal industry and the
stateand local governmentscharged with policing
them run hard and deep, and well-hidden from the
unlight.”

- from*“Bringing Down TheMountainKillers Fighting King
Coa in W.Va.,” by Rahul Chadha, New York City
IndyMedia, June 20, 2005. €

photo by Kenny King



Summit for the MountainsV Gener ates New | deas

Thisspring, 28 activids
from seven different
organizations — including
Friends of the Mountains
regulars—met at Camp Virgil
Tatefor our FifthWest Virginia
Summit for theMountains. We
gathered to develop long and
short-term strategies to help
end mountaintop removal. We
especidly focused onplanning
and coordinating actionsand
activitiestohdpmakeMountan
Justice Summer abig success.

TheresaGardella, our
top-notch facilitator, whom
OVEC staff met through the
Ford Foundation’sLeadership
for aChangingWorld program,
kept us on track and focused
throughout the strategy portion of theweekend.

We came away with more ideas than fleas on a
dog's back. The West Virginia Mountain Defender, a
newspaper al about mountaintop removal, wasdistributed
throughout the codfieldsbeforethe July 30rdly at the State
Capitol. Thiswasjust one of the many ideasthat came out
of the Summit.

Hillary Hosta (American Forest Alliance) wasour
enthus astic and energetictrainer for thethought-provoking
and highly participatory non-violencetraining. Haveyou
ever thought about poverty asaform of violence? Words?
Facid expressons? Hillary kept our mindsand bodiesactive
asweeva uated severd different scenarios-deciding whether
or not aparticular action wasviolent or non-violent.

In an early-morning workshop, OVEC's Vivian
Stockman facilitated a discussion on how to frame our
message. No Summit iscomplete without sometimeto
havealittlefun. Somefolksblew off steam playing Frisbee,
whileothersjust relaxed.

Think Clean Water [sn’t | mportant?

Whereas 300,000 people were killed in armed
conflictsin 2000, asmany peopledieeach and every month
because of contaminated water or lack of adequate
sanitation— thisaccording to the U.N. Wire, July 23, 2004,
as reported in the 2005 edition of Sate of the World,
published by The Worldwatch Ingtitute.

The Gang of 28, the Summit for the Mountains V participants.
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On Saturday night TonyaAdkins, Scott Straight,
Abe Mwauraand Danny Dolinger sang and played music
whileViv ran adlide show highlighting many of our past
actions.

We are blessed with some of the most dedicated
volunteersand ectivistsinthestate. Soat theclosingcircle,
OV EC handed out some well-deserved awards:

O ToJulian M artin wegavethe Master of Coal Industry
Bullsh*t Patrol Award.

O To Kathryn Stone, the Perpetual Hostess with the
Mostest Award.

O ToLarry Gibson, the Stick To It Award.

O To Theresa Gardella, the Bonafide Appalachian
AmericanAward.

O To Denver Mitchell, The Stamp Out Mountaintop
Remova Award.

0 ToBoWebb, Glad YouAre on Our Side Award.

O And, toMichad Morrison, the Outstanding Volunteer
in Defense of M other Earth Award.

All of uscame away with greater energy to dothe
work, adeeper relationship to our coalition partners, and
many new ideas to tackle together as Friends of the
Mountains. Several peopletold usthat thiswasthe best
Summit they had ever attended.

OVEC enthusiastically thanksthe Environmental
Support Center for their generoussupport in helping tofund
thisevent!



Mar athon Ashland Needlessly Putting Community at Risk

by Janet Keating*

The Marathon Ashland refinery uses and stores
160,000 poundsof hydrogen fluoride (HF), ahighly toxic
chemical used to boost the production of high-octane
gasoline,

HF isone of thedeadliest chemicalsin usetoday.
When released it formsadense, ground-hugging cloud of
lethal gasthat cantravel fivemilesbeforedissipating. HF,
four times moretoxic than cyanide, isthe only chemical
known to etch glass.

INn 1987, Marathon’s Texas City refinery rel eased
30,000 pound of HF, the largest known rel ease, sending
over 1,000 peopleto the hospital.

Approximately 240,000 people live within the
“vulnerability zone” of Marathon-Ashland's Cattletsburg,
Ky., refinery. Intheevent of aworst-case scenario accident
involving HF, thousands could succumb to thechemicd’s
toxic effects, including 9 ow-hedling burns;, damageto eyes
including blindness; heart failure; severe bone damage
(including liquefying); and desth.

A report released by the U.S. Public Interest
Research Group saysthat 50 oil refineriesacrossthe country
—including a dozen in Texas — are putting millions of
Americans at unnecessary risk by using highly toxic
hydrofluoricacid.

Pink Slip Time for Besieged DEP Chief?

Isittimefor DEPchief Stephanie Timmermeyer to

getapink dip?Let’scheck thetimeline...
June30—Despitecitizen outcry, DEPapproves GoasCod
second silo. DEP had alowed Massey to begin construction
onthe new silo two monthsbeforeit got the permit! (See
related articleon page 12).
July 16 — Charleston Gazette editoria “Mistrust: DEP
and DuPont” : Anyone who wonder swhy people become
exasperated with government — why they lose their
tempersin public meetings, why they quit bothering to
participate in running their state and communities —
need only look to the state Department of Environmental
Protection.

DEP had been planning to issue a press release
warning Wood County resdentsthat itlooked “increasingly
likely” that thetoxic chemical C8fromaDuPont plant there
was spreading into their air, water and soil. But the agency
let DuPont soften the DEP pressrel ease. Though shewasn't
inchargeof DEPthen (sheheaded upthearr divison), lawyer
Timmermeyer had (beforetaking her statejob) represented

20

ACTION ALERT!

Contact Marathon Ashland’s
President, Gary R. Heminger, and urge
him to eliminate the use of HF at the
Marathon-Ashland

refinery in

Cattletsburg, Ky. Write to:

Gary R. Heminger, President,
Marathon Ashland Petroleum, LLC,
P.O.Box 1

Findlay, OH 45839

Safer aternatives exist NOW. In this age of
terrorismthrests, thebest way to ded withHF istodiminate
itsuse. Marathon A shland should changethe alkylation
processand useasafer alternative. Inthevery least, they
shouldasouselocd skilled and trained workerstodoroutine
mai ntenance onthe HF akylation unit.

Whilerefinery officialsclamtheir water mitigation
systemswould knock down acloud of thistoxic gas, what
if that system malfunctions? Why not just use afail-safe
dtenaive? ©

* Janet Keating is the former Janet Fout.

DuPont on C8issues. Sherecuses
herself from dealingson thisissue
now. Sowhoisin charge?
July 26 — Only because of citizen
pressureand investigativereporting,
DEPrevoked the Goals Coal silo
permit. By August 10, thelegdlity
of the revocation was questioned
by Joe Lovett, lawyer for Marsh
Fork resdents. HesaysDEPshould
have cited the company for mining
outsdeitspermit boundary instead.
August 8—In“DEPhasn’twritten
requiredmining‘ mitigation’ reports”
the Charleston Gazette reports:
For the last five years, state
regulators have ignored a
legislative mandate to produce
an annual report ontheir mining
continued on page 21

OVEC Board
Member Winnie
Fox waves a pink
dipasshecallson
Gov. Manchin to
ax the DEP chief
attheJuly 30rally.
Photo by
Jesse Mwaura



Justification for Mountaintop Removal Mining Based on Lies

by David Orr

Coming up to the crest of Kayford
Mountain, we were warned that a mother bear and
her two cubs were in the area. In the distance we
could hear the sounds of heavy equipment. As we
walked down the county road, the trees thinned
out enough that we could see the war zone beyond.
They call it “mountaintop removal.”

Momma bear was moving her cubs to safer
ground, but the way out was getting harder by the
hour. Further down the road the Massey Coal Co.
posted a “No Trespassing” sign and a heavy steel
gate. They don’'t want people like me poking
around and seeing too much. We walked ahead
nonetheless. Peering over the edge of the cut,
desolation was all one could see to the edge of
the horizon.

The unmined remnant of Kayford Mountain
stands up like a pedestal a thousand or more feet
above what is now desolate land below. On the
other side, the ancient graveyard of the Gibson
clan looks out across thousands of acres of
permanently ruined land below.

The next day we flew over the same terrain
in a single-engine aircraft. From the perspective
of several thousand feet, the desolation is all
around stretching over six West Virginia counties,

Pink Slip?
continued from page 20

“mitigation” dealswith coal operators..."“ It wassimply
an oversight on our part,” DEP stated.
“ Last month, the DEP announced an unusual mitigation
deal that allowed a coal company to donate land to the
state to offset wetlands that will be damaged by a new
strip mine in Grant County...
August 11 —The Gazette sums up: But the DEP fumbled
(the mitigation) deal too. The Army Corpsof Engineers
had not yet held its public comment period. The U.S
Fish and Wildlife Service questioned the permit, and
the U.S Environmental Protection Agency objected to
it. All three federal agencies must approve such adeal.
It'shightimewe get anew DEP chief —someone
who really works to protect the environment, not the

polluters. ©
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perhaps a million acres in all — and the pace of
mining is picking up.

Mines, mine wastes, slurry ponds at a
scale that defies my ability to describe. The
people living below the devastation share in it.
Water and gravity will bring death and destruction
down on them in due time. When that happens,
those working for Massey Coal, Arch Coal and
the other operators will, no doubt, call this an “act
of God,” but it will be no such thing. It will be an
extenuation of the crime committed by people
working for companies who have no care for
people or for God. Their profits are their God
and the devil take the hindmost is their morality.

In their wake is ruin at a scale we cannot
adequately comprehend over a time scale that
we cannot accurately measure.

Why is this happening? The companies
and the politicians they buy say this is about jobs
and economic survival. Thatis a lie. Removing
mountaintops, forests, and polluting water with
heavy metals and acid employs relatively few and
destroys the basis for a better and sustainable
economy, forever.

Vice President Cheney says it is part of
a national energy strategy and therefore

continued on page 22

Respect This. Water SustainsLifel!

(fromwww.peopleandplanet.net.)

Streams, rivers, groundwater, |akes, wetlands
and other freshwater ecosystemsprovideamyriad of
servicesthat areessentia to human well-being.

“Healthy watersheds are nature’s water
factories, and it paysto protect them,” says Sandra
Pogtd, director of the Globa Water Policy Project, and
author of the study, Liquid Assets. The Critical Need
to Safeguard Freshwater Ecosystems.

The worldwide value of the “ecosystem
services’ provided by healthy watershedsamountsto
trillions of dollars each year. The services provided
includeflood protection, drought protection, and pure-
drinking water, essentia to human health and basicto
economic well-being. Mountaintop removal degrades
and destroysecosystem services.



CALENDAR

Sept. 1-4: Sternwheel Regatta. Volunteersneeded towork
the Friends of the Mountains table. Contact OVEC at
ohvec@ohvec.org or call (304) 522-0246.

Sept. 3: 10am.—9 p.m. Tri-State Multicultural Festival,
Ritter Park, Huntington, WV.

Sept. 14-15: Flatwoods*® A Renewable Future - Exploring
Energy Sourcesfor West Virginia.” The 2005 Conference
on the Environment presented by the WV Environmental
Institute, with the WV Devel opment Office. Thegod isto
lay some of thegroundwork for the stateto begin utilizing
all aspectsof itsrenewableenergy potential.

Sept. 30toOct. 2: Environmenta Conference—*Defending
theEarthin Timeof War.” Keynote spesker: Derrick Jensen.
Conference has been designed to place the protection of
natural areasin thecontext of our society’scurrent orientation
Justification
continued from page 21

necessary to provide cheap electricity. That, too, isalie.
Electricity made by burning coal isanything but cheap.

Itispart of afoolish and destructive energy policy
that kills 50,000 or moreAmericans each year from lung
diseases caused by breathing polluted air, destroysforests
and watersby acids, and ischanging global climatefaster
than anyone thought possible even a few years ago.
Efficiency, solar, and wind energy arehandsdown the heart
of abetter national energy strategy.

Last year, Senator Robert Byrd wroteabook titled
“LosngAmerica” | likethebook and havegreat admiration
for Senator Byrd, one of the few true defenders of the
CondtitutionintheU.S. Senate. But for anyonewith eyesto
seewearelosing alarge part of West Virginia—truckload
by truckload, mountain by mountain. Andthelossisforever.

Had terroristsruined amillion acresof Americaand
thelivesof its people and the prospects of itschildren we
would be properly outraged and moved to defend theland
and oursalves. But the desol ation of themountainsand their
peopleis hidden, kept secret, and excused by the worst
logic of capitalism devoid of morality and good sense.

Itisacrimefor which our childrenwill not forgive

us

David W. Orr, isthe author of The Last Refuge;
The Nature of Design; Earth in Mind; and Ecological
Literacy. Heisaprofessor and chair of the Environmental
StudiesProgramat OberlinUniversity. &
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towardswar. Lutheran Memoria Camp, 45 minutesnorth
of Columbus, Ohio. Conference organized by Buckeye
Forest Council, OVEC, and others. Register online at
www.buckeyeforestcouncil.org or call (740) 594-6400 for
moreinfo.

Oct. 6: 5:30- 6:30 p.m. Stop the Hate Vigil. Davis Park,
Charleston, WV.

Oct. 7-8: CommissononRédigioninAppalachia sAnnua
Assembly. Blue RidgeAssembly in Black Mountain, NC.
Call the OVEC officeat (304) 522-0246 for information.

Oct. 14-16: West VirginiaEnvironmental Council’sAnnual
Fall Conference, Camp Frame, Hedgesville, WV (near
Berkeley Springs). Check out www.wvecouncil.org for
moreinformation or contact the E-Council officeat (304)
346-5905.

Nov. 4-5: 2005 Volunteer Monitoring Conference,
“Volunteer MonitoringintheMid-Atlantic: Citizen Scientists
In our Watersheds.” Register on-line at www.wvca.us/
workshops/vmc/. For questions: Tim Craddock,
tcraddock@wvdep.org or (304) 926-0499, x 1040.

2006
May 26-29: Joint Heartwood Forest Council / Summit for
theMountains. Moredetailsforthcoming. €
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Coal BargeWoes Rear Their Ugly Head in Huntington - Again

Members of the Westmoreland Neighborhood
Association in Huntington, WV, are organizing to fight
Huntington Marine Services proposal to dock up to 200
bargesalong the Ohio River’sbanks.

Residentsareworried about increased air pollution
andrdatedilinessesfrom cod dugt, noisepallution, thesafety
of their children swimming and playing near the barges,
damageto theriver’sbanksand destruction of theviewshed
and their property values.

Thankfully, Huntington City Council has shown
oppositiontotheArmy Corpsof Engineersissuing thepermit
intheresidentia neighborhood.

Arguingfor thefacility, aLawrence County, Ohio
(acrosstheriver from Huntington) commissioner said, “ You
can’'t have business without someone sacrificing
somewhere.”

Whilemost coa industry apologistsusualy aren't
thisblatant (or stupid), thisisquite obvioudy theindustry’s
modus operandi: Someone (usually of modest means) has

to suffer sothecoa industry can haveitsway.

Frances Case of Huntington wrotein an August 9
|etter to the Huntington Herald-Dispatch: “Excuseme. Is
that what it hascometo in thisareain the pathetic attempt
to attract any type of job, no matter how menial and no
matter how much it hurts citizens? We have sold out so
much of our heritage already to big coal companiesandthe
timber industry... Comeon, Mr. Commissioner —would
you want thisin your neighborhood?’

At arecent meeting, resdentsnoted they aredready
getting some coal dust from KanawhaRiver Terminals.
Putting abarge docking areain Westmoreland will makeit
likeacod camp, onewoman said. Why not putinacompany
storewhilethey’reat it?, sheasked.

Contact Joyce Clark, president of the
Westmord and Neighborhood Association. if youwould like
togetinvolvedinthismatter, at (304) 429-4032.

The Corpsof Engineersiscurrently evaluating the
dozensof requestsit hasreceived to hold apublic hearing. €&

Make a DIFFERENCE! Join a WINNING TEAM:! Get ACTIVE with OVEC!

IC OVEC stopped plans for a toxic waste incinerator in Ohio that would have imported waste from across the nation.

OVEC organizing forced an end to chronic pollution violations at the Ashland Oil refinery in Catlettsburg, Ky.

OVEC led the broad effort to stop plans for the nation’s largest pulp mill, in Apple Grove, WV.

An OVEC lawsuit compelled state government to enforce important provisions of the federal Clean Water Act.

OVEC worked with other groups to stimulate passage of first-step campaign finance reform laws in West Virginia.

OVEC is changing the face of "politics as usual" in West Virginia through our Clean Elections work.

OVEC is committed to bringing an end to mountaintop removal/valley fill strip mining.

Cut this coupon out today and mail to: OVEC, P.O. Box 6753, Huntington, WV 25773-6753
New member or renewal (Dues $15-$30 yearly, pay what you can)
Donation

Please add me to OVEC'’s e-mail Action Alert! list

Name

Address

City/State

Phone

E-mail

For more information call (304) 522-0246 or go to www.ohvec.org
Remember — All donations to OVEC are tax deductible!




Oh yeah, THISwill bring thetouristsin ...

Mountaintop removal/valley fill strip mining is relentlessly consuming Kayford Mountain in southern West Virginia.
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