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Judy Bonds(center) with theother winner sof theprestigious Goldman Prize- onefrom each
inhabited continent. Thewinner from South America could not be there because she was
unabletoget avisatoget intheU.S. - she'd been arrested in the cour se of her activism.

WYV Activist Wins Global Environmental Award

by Peter Savin
Special to The Washington Post, June 9, 2003

At a May stockholders meeting of one of the
nation’slargest coal companies, one-time conveniencestore
clerk and PizzaHut waitress JuliaBondsroseand gaveits

Inside
"Fair Trade" Coffee Cartel

Chauncey Gets Dumped On
OVEC ActivistsLobby in DC
Christmasin July - Really!

1

CEO adressing-down. Facing Massey Energy Co. chief
Don Blankenship at the nearby podium, she accused
Massey’ smining operationsof trampling on the peopleand
environment of southern\West Virginia

“Whenitrains, Appaachian childrengoto bed fully
clothed,” she said, as Blankenship stood motionlessand
expressionless. “They liedeeplessand traumatized, ready
to evacuatetheir homesin case of flooding fromyour strip
mines”

Asher 12-year-old grandson liesin bed, shewent
on, he* plansescaperoutesin case oneof your many toxic
wastedamsfails.” continued on page 5



OVCC: TheOnhio Valley Coffee Carté

by Abe Mwaura

Next to the rice cakes and Maryanne's
hummus, thereisnow anew additiontothe Ohio Valey
Coffee Cartel (OVCC) Whirlpool fridge. A shipment
of coffee—fair trade coffee.

Inanother grand attempt to take on moretasks
than they can possibly handle, the OV CC staff hasnow
taken uptradinginthedark ixir of hyperawakedness.
Youtoo can satisfy your painful addictionfor thisnectar,
and now you can do it with fair trade coffee from
OvVCC.

As the coffee (and tea) market in the US
continuesto grow, thefarmersare being exploited even
more: by their own governments, by big corporations,
and bluntly put, by you.

Thismeansthat whileyou pay almost $3for a
cup of Starbucks, thefarmersare getting mere pennies
onthepound, generadly not enoughto sustainthemsdaves
andtheir families. The systemisset up such that most
peoplein these countries cannot even afford their own
coffeeonceit hitstheir local markets.

OV CC (and even Starbucks) hasredlized this
and taken up avery simple system (yesit'slegal —
athoughit'sakinto stealing fromtherichand givingto
the poor) which hasbeen around for awhilebut isstill
not entirely popular.

Fair Trade Coffee

Fair trade coffee guaranteesthe small family
farmersafair pricefor their coffee, and through this
smpleeconomic mode severa problemsthesefarmers

facecanbeadlleviated.
Theseproblemsinclude
job loss and desperation as
farmers have been forced
from their jobs. The
economic instability
caused by thelack of fair
prices for coffee has
driven many of these
farmersto sarvation.
Sometime they abandon

their children, community
and property insearch of jobs.

Sometimesfarmersinadvertently increaseenvironmenta
problemsby cutting down trees, hoping thiswill make
their coffeefarmsmoreeconomicdly viable.

Fair tradebringshopeandjusticetothefarmers
who arelifted out of poverty by being paid legitimate
pricesfor their crop and their hard work.

OVCCissdlingfair tradecoffeefrom the
Arizona-based Tonatierraproject, No Justice, No
Java, at $10 per 16 oz. bag. Call usat (304) 522-
0246 and wewill make sureyou get your coffee.

Even when you do get the urgeto go to a
Starbucks Café, or any other caféfor that matter, ask
for fair trade coffee.

Another thing to do would be to spread the
word aswidely aspossible. Tell your friendsor, if you
think you can't get thedetallsright, givethemthisarticle.

Havea"fair tothelast drop” day! ""“

Who is Abe Mwaura, and Why is He Helping OVEC Push Fair Trade Coffee?

AbewasborninKansas, haslivedin Kenya
andWest Virginia, and now livesintheclouds. Heisan
avidtraveer, and thinksit’sagood way to meet women.
Anunrepentant idedist, he hasblindly becomealover
of human beingsand helikeschocol ate.

Many say hewill dieyoung, S0 hehasattempted
avariety of dangerousthings, just to provethemwrong.
He has never received a speeding ticket, although it
would bewell deserved, but he still hasafew weeks
left in the country to changethat trend.

Hisactivism beganinthechurchand community
service, and hehasawayshbeen paliticaly- and socidly-

minded.
Most recently
he was an
officer inthe
Marshall
Chapter of
Habitat for
Humeanity and
Marshall
Action for
Peaceful
Solutionswhere, he got to know Dave Cooper and
continued on page 3

OVEC intern AbeMwaur a.




Going (Slowly) Down the Road to Clean Elections

by Janet Fout

Theroad to clean e ectionsisby no meansahigh-
speed freaway, but littleby little, thiscampaignfinancereform
legidation isgaining the respect and scrutiny of the West
Virginialegidature.

Andwhy shouldn’tit? Elected officialscurrently
haveto spend ahugeportion of their timeraising campaign
contributions.

Thisvoluntary optionwill not only freethemupto
spend moretimetaking to their congtituentsabout important
issues, but also can help restoreintegrity to the political
process.

Somemay arguethat in thesetimesof budgetary
shortfalls, the state can’t afford to finance political
campaigns. But let’sfaceit. Astaxpayers, weareaready
paying, and paying, and paying.

Unfortunately, few regular folksare benefiting from
thepoliciesthat arebeing enacted. Instead, our tax dollars
are subsidizing those same specia intereststhat finance
campaigns (in 2000, lessthan %2 of 1 percent of all West
Virginianscontributed to legidative races).

For example, the Department of Transportation
concluded it would take at minimum $2.8 billion over the

continued on page 4

Note to the Homeland Security Folks: Environmentalists Are Not Terrorists

by Kathryn A. Sone
To the Charleston Gazette Editor:

| read with dismay the articleby KenWard Jr. in
the Gazette quoting Lt. Col. Herb L attimore on the subject
of potential terrorist groupsin our state.

Although I would agreethat racial hategroupsand
certainreligiousgroups, because of past activities, should
bein hislexicon of thoseto watch, lumping environmenta
activigsinthisgroup makesmevery suspiciousand angers
me.

Lt. Cal. Lattimoreand Bill Raney seemtobekindred
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spirits. What an opportunity to quie
these nuisances by calling them
terrorists! Assail their patriotism
and makethem pariahg!

Most environmental
activists whom | know (and |
count myself as one), are
passionately concerned about the health and well-being of
dl atizenswhoarea themercy of wantonindustria pollution
and destruction being visited upon our planet (thesearethe

“regl” terrorigtdl).
s
==, -

Thisisyour Earthwithout
environmental terrorists.

Cleanair, cleenwater and clean soil
rebirth rightsthat everyoneshould
nvant to protect. To classify thisas
\\ errorismisaconsummatedistortion
of truth.

Thank God for these
“terrorists,” without whom
cancer and respiratory
alments, to nameafew, would be rampant.

Mwaura Autobiography
continued from page 2

Janet Fout of OVEC.

OVECisnow serioudy reconsderingtakingonthis
wild child, becausethey areworried about their clean-cut
image. HA! He'sperfect. Heisalso very pompousandis
awaysright, and hasoneof those personditiesthat deceives
you into thinking heknowsmorethan heredlly does.

He now intendsto moveto El Salvador at theend
of the summer to work with the gang communitiesinthe
prisons, and help empower local communitiesintherural
aress.

Thisisyour Earthwith
environmental terrorists.
Any questions?




Clean Elections

continued from page 2

next decade to repair the damage to roads and bridges
caused by overweight cod trucksrunningillegdly (afraction
of that amount could fund legidativeraces!). In 2002 the
Peopl€e' sElection Reform Coalition, which tracks special
interest contributionstolegidators, found that theduring the
specia session on overweight coal trucksthissummer, 39

out of 47 legidatorswho favored anincreasein coal truck

[
Senate

Jeffrey V. Kessler (ex officio)

1514 7" St., Moundsville, WV 26041
843-1386home  845-2580 office
357-7880 Capitol phone Rm. 210W

Jon Hunter (Chair)

1265 4-H Camp Road, Morgantown, WV 26041
201-3782

357-7995 Capitol phone Rm. 225W

MikeRoss(ViceChair)

PO. Box 219 Coalton, WV 26257-0219
636-4398home  472-4289 office
357-7973 Capitol phone Rm. 203 W

Joseph Minard

510 Haymond Highway, Clarksburg, WV 26301
622-6488 home 623-1711 office

357-7904 Capitol phone Rm. 204 W

Michae Oliverio, 111

95 Hartford St., Westover, WV 26501
296-1183home  292-3339office
357-7919 Capitol phone Rm. 207 W

LarryL.Rowe

PO. Box 60076, Maden, WV 25306
925-1333home  925-1333 office
357-7854 Capitol phone Rm. 215W

Randy White

212 River Dr., Webster Springs, WV 26288
847-7489home  847-5305 office

357-7905 Capitol phone Rm. 204 W

SteveHarrison

104 Bradley Dr., CrossLanes, WV 25313
776-4896home  984-1997 office
357-7841 Capitol phone Rm. 202 W

Andy McKenzie

142 Miller St., Wheeling, WV 26003
243-0244 home 232-2550 office
Q57-7984 Capitol phone Rm. 211 W

Sub-Committee M embersto Call About Clean Elections

House

Kevin Craig (Chair)

428 11" Ave., Huntington, WV 25701
522-6734 home 522-5515 office
340-3118 Capitol phone Rm. 210E

Jon Amores

914 Chester Rd., Charleston, WV 25302
344-2519 home

340-3252 Capitol office Rm. 418 M

BarbaraFleischauer

235High St., Ste. 618, Morgantown, WV 26505
599-7883 home 296-7035 office

340-3169 Capitol phone Rm. 205 E

LidellaHrutkay

P.O. Box 306, Logan, WV 25601
752-5242 home 752-6657 office
340-3156 Capitol phone 227 E

Steven Kominar

PO. Box 753, Kermit, WV 25674
393-3017 home 393-3300 office
340-3248 Capitol phone 400 M

John Pino

300 Oyler Ave. East, Oak Hill, WV 25901
469-3295 office 465-0197 home
340-3114 Capitol phone 242 M

William F. Semple

HC 50, Box 380-A, Arnoldsburg, WV 25234
655-3112 home

340-3112 Capitol phone 216 E

Robert A. Schadler

PO. Box 251, Keyser, WV 26726
788-4024 home

340-3141 Capitol phone 150 R

Rusty Webb
5022 Bennington Dr., Cross Lanes, WV 25313
776-7083 home 343-2900 office
340-3157 Capitol phone 150 R

4

J

limitsreceived atotal of $100,243 from cod , while 24 of
the 48 who opposed the limitsreceived atotal of $14,695.
While somemight argue that they wouldn’t want
their tax dollars supporting campaignsof politicianswith
whom they don’t agree, asataxpayer, I’ mtired of paying
for messafter messheaped on the state by acoal industry

~

that has the idea it's
somehow abovethelaw.
During the 2003
legidativesession, theWV
Clean Elections Act was
taken seriously with the
maximum number of
House supportersand 11
co-sponsorsinthe Senate.
This innovative
legidation had bi-partisan
co-sponsors in both the
House and Senate. The
lead sponsors were
Delegate Jon Amores
(Chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee) and
Senator John Hunter.
Although neither
has publicly supported the
Act, Gov. Bob Wise and
Secretary of State Joe
Manchin both have been
very positivein meetings
with Citizens for Clean
Electionsrepresentatives.
Thebill hasbeen
placedinthe2003 interim
session in a joint sub-
committee of the House
and Senate Judiciary
committeesfor additional
study.
Interims began
May 4 and conclude
January 11-13, 2004.
Calendar datesfor al the
sessonsarelisted at:
www.legis.statewv.us/
gmeral/intsched.htmlph



Judy Bonds
continued from page 1

Bonds, 50, isacoa miner’sdaughter. Until 2 1/2
yearsago, her family had lived for ninegenerations—darting
not long after theRevol utionary War —inand around Marfork
Hollow near the Big Coal River, about 40 miles south of
Charleston. Butin 2001 they moved away, saying Massey’s
round-the-clock mining had madelifethereimpossible.

Sincethen, Bonds, who goesby the nickname Judly,
hasthrown hersdf morethan ever intoastrugglebeingwaged
by several thousand West Virginians to save their
communitiesand the mountainsthemsa vesfrom what they
see astherelentlessassault of coal companies.

Bonds has been in the thick of fights over coal
company blasting that sendssmall boulderscrashinginto
homes, over collisions between carsand overloaded coal
trucks barreling along narrow mountain roads, and over
dams holding back billions of gallons of coal waste near
schools. But eveninWest Virginia, few knew her name.

That changed in April, when Bondsreceived the
$125,000 Goldman Prize, theworld’s premier award for
grass-rootsenvironmental activism.

The award recognized Bonds's work opposing
“mountaintop removal” —agrowing form of stripmining
that involves blowing thetopsoff mountainsto get at cod
depogitsbeneath, whilemillionsof tonsof rubblearedumped
into valleys below, burying streams. Bonds calls it
“environmentd insanity.”

Sometownsnear these stupendousoperationshave
been abandoned, and the damageto forests, wildlifeand
water hasenvironmentalistsup inarms. The battleto halt

mountaintop

“When it rains, Appalachian | removd,which
children go to bed fully clothed. | has centered
They lie sleepless and | on whether
traumatized, ready to evacuate | clogging
their homes in case of | waterways
flooding from your strip | with mining
mines.” debrisviolates
Judy Bonds, speakingto | the federal
Massey Energy CEO | Clean Water

Don Blankenship | Act, is being

waged in the

federal courtsand in Congress. The Bush administration,
determined to maintain coal asakey energy source, rewrote
the Clean Water Act’srulesto make mountaintop removal
legd by dlowing miningwasteto bedumped intowaterways.

Her national award “speaks volumes for the
stereotype of hillbillies,” says Bonds, who proudly calls

L BROMISED TO
LoyE POU LTI
THE MOLATHW
CREUMBLED D
THE VALLEY] AWD
I MEANT iF

herself one. Although she makes only $13,800 ayear as
organizer for asmall community group called Coal River
Mountain Watch, sheisdonating $49,000 of the prizeto
her groupanditsdlies.

Her determination hasingpired others. “ She'svery
fierceand passionate, and it comesstraight from her heart
... That’spowerful,” says Janet Fout of the Ohio Valley
Environmenta Codition.

Bondsis“indefatigable,” saysformer independent
gubernatorid candidateand novelist DeniseGiardina “ She
doesnot giveup.”

Bonds's energy and sense of urgency prompt
“othersto do morethanthey really want to do,” saysBill
M cCabe, who workswith codfield citizensgroups.

Thepresdent of theWest VirginiaCoa Association
has surprisingly kind words about her. Bondsis “very
devotedto her cause,” saysWilliam Raney. But, he says,
therea environmentdistsarecoa company personnd who
minimizedamagefrommining operationsand later reclaim
theland.

West Virginia smagor political figures, whorarely
criticizethepowerful cod industry and generaly sdewith
it on mountaintop removal, have been slent on the subject
of Bonds saward. She saysneither the governor nor any
member of Congresshascongratul ated or even mentioned
her.

Asked about her, threetop officehol dersdeclined
to say anything of substance. Rep. Nick J. Rahall 11 (D-
W.Va), sadinagatement, “ Regardlessof whereyou stand
on theissue of coal mining, Judy Bonds represents the
courage and conviction of the people of Appaachia”

continued on page 6



Judy Bonds
continued from page 5 =

West Virginianswhoopposethecod £
companiessay intimidation still goesonin
the coalfields, but Bonds, afriendly but
no-nonsense sort, isregarded asfearless.
Sheiscredited withingpiring other ordinary AT
peopletojointheprotests, though some | e
who have crossed the coa companiessay
they have been followed, run off theroad,
found their car windows smashed and received
death threats.

Patty Sebok, aminer’swifewho
had never spokenin public, saysBondstold
her if she wanted something done about
overweight coal trucks, she had to act.
Sebok testified beforethelegidature and
later went towork for Cod River Mountain
Watch.

Bonds carries a remarkable
knowledgeof theindusiry in her head and turnsalmost every
conversation back to coa mining.

A friend, environmentalist Vivian Stockman, says
Bondsisdriven by loveof theland, reverencefor God's
creation and fury at what coa companiesaredoing—which
Bondscalls*rapeand take.”

Her codfied rootsgive Bondsparticular credibility.
Shegrew up poor, one of six children. Sheremembersher
mother and older sister “ used to pick up lumpsof coal that
fell off trainsinto Marfork to keep uswarm.”

Her father retired from the minesat 65 and three
months later was dead of coal-dust-induced black lung
disease. Her mother admired Mother Jones, the United

We'recrushed that Gov. Wise
didn'tincludethisentryinthe
final round of thestatequarter
design contest - even though  a .
this is just an "artist's
conception” of how bad the
actual mountaintop removal
processcan be. Gofigure...

Mine Workers organizer a century ago who
became a legendary crusader for miners
rights.

This month, Bonds and other
coalfield residentswill begintouring the
country to promotetheir campaign against

mountai ntop removal and to build support
for abill in Congressthat would restorethe
prohibition against dumping minewastein
waterways. Cod River Mountain Watch and
Bondsarea soworking with other groups
on new court challenges against
mountaintop removal under the Clean
Water Act and the Endangered Species

Two earlier legal challenges to
mountaintop removal succeededinfederd
district court but were overturned on
appeal, and the Bush administration
recently sgnaled itsintent to abandon acentra environmental
curbonsuchmining.

But Bondsisundaunted. Thefight, shesays, is*only
beginning.”
B 2003 The Washington Post Co. Used with permission.

Editor’s Note: In the 14 years since the Goldman
Foundation started giving thisaward, the award winners
have always met with the head of the Environmental
Protection Agency — except for this year. That’s right,
the EPA refused to meet with Judy! Christie Whitman
must not have been up to answering questions about
mountaintop removal.

What's |t Going To Take? GrilesHas GOT to Go

In mid-May, the Washington Post and the New York Times reported that the
Department of theInterior’ singpector generd isinvestigating the conduct of Deputy Interior
Secretary J. Steven Griles, aformer coal industry lobbyist.

The Post reported that in 2002, Griles” met at least threetimeswith officiasof the
National Mining Association whiletheindustry group, aformer client, (that) waslobbying
theadministration toloosen standardsfor mountaintop mining (sic) operations... Grilesaso

This person is:

A. Aterrorist.

B. An
environmentalist.
C. A state official
worrying about
terrorist groups.

D. Some guy badly
in need of a
makeover.

took part in ameeting with adozen executives of another former client, the Edison Electric
Institute, to discusstheadministration’splansto relax clean-air enforcement actionsagainst
aging coa-fired plants.”

Sen. Joseph Lieberman asked theingpector generd to investigate Griles. Leiberman
wrotethat therewere* numeroustroubling questions about whether the deputy secretary has
successfully avoided conflictsof interests, or the appearance of conflicts.”




Cancer-Plagued Town | nvestigates Questionable Dumping

by Ann Pancake

Aroundthecodfigds, rumorshavebeencirculating
for years, storiesthat seem morethe stuff of horror filmthan
life: Unmarked tanker trucks rumble under the cover of
night into dark hollowswherethey dump mysteriousloads.

For the past 16 years, Chauncey, WV, hasharbored
itsownmemoriesof just suchanincidentintheir smal Logan
County town. Thiswinter, increasingly alarmed by rising
cancer deaths, residents decided to get to the bottom of it.

Carlene Mowery, who has spearheaded the
investigation, began knocking on doorsand community
membersraliedto hep her. Shehasdocumented 111 cancer
deathsin Chauncey inthelast 40 years. Inadditiontothose
deaths, 72 peoplewho ether livein Chauncey now or spent
asgnificant portion of their livesthere have been diagnosed
with cancer. All these cases have developed since 1987,
theyear of thesuspectedillegal dumping.

That Chauncey, a town of 300 people, has an
incredibly high rate of cancer can’'t bedisputed. Thereason
for therateisunclear. The community hassevera possible
sources. One is an old power plant that may have
contaminated the ground and water with PCBs. Another is
aplace called “the slate dump” where oil and gas were
dumped and buried for many years. But residents seem
especialy alarmed by November 1987 truck convoysinto
Chafin’sHollow behind their community.

For three weeks, an average of 25 to 27 tanker
trucks anight roared through Chauncey and up into the
hollow. No oneinthe community wastold what thetrucks
were doing. They were hauled by bulldozer up the steep

hill, and after they
“Don’t you know you ladies dumped, at least
can get y'all’s asses shot some were

off?” washed in the

Unknown truck driverto | creek, causing a
Chauncey residents, 1987. | magor fishkill.
Resident

Gall Ferrell actually walked up the hollow and witnessed
thedumping. Sheclaimssheand her s ster saw whitetrucks
parked in acircle and men running hoses from thetrucks
into aholein the ground about the width of atelephone
pole. “Theguyshad onwhite hazardousuniforms. Their
faces, everything, wascovered. And aman jumped down
off thesideof thehill and said, * Don’t you know you ladies
cangety'al’sassesshot off? That'swhat hesaid.”
Sometruckshad “Halliburton” written onthem. At
least one truck was blue and white and said “ Allegheny

Thissnapshot, taken by aChauncey, WV, resident in
1987, showsoneof themany convoysof tanker trucks
that went up Chaffin'sHollow for threeweeks. Their
purposeand intent areunknown at thistime.

Nuclear Systems.” (Thistruck in particular frightened the
community, but they have sincelearned that thetruck could
have beenfor nuclear imaging, not dumping nuclear waste.)

“You could see acreamy-like substance dripping
downfromtheback of thetrucks,” Ferrell remembers. “Oh,
didit ever stink. We had to take off our jackets and put
them over our noseand mouth to breathe, it stunk so bad.”

Someagencieshave suggested thetruckswereused
tofractureagaswell, but Mowery’sresearchindicatesthat
fracturingagaswell requires 13 truckl cadsof liquid nitrogen.
Recordsat the Department of Oil and Gasreport that 13
trucksdid run up thehollow that November. Thecommunity,
though, saw hundreds of truckswithinthreeweeks.

Carlene Mowery saysthe community has asked
for helpfor yearsfromthe state Division of Environmental
Protection, but with little response. Finally Mowery
convinced the EPA's Philadel phia office to investigate.
During theweek of April 21, the EPA set up acommand
post in Chauncey, asked residents to visit them with
commentsand questions, and took soil and water samples
from around the community.

Within six to eight weeks, the EPA saysit should
have someresults. However, they don’t seem optimistic
that these resultswill be definitive. And some Chauncey
residentsare not confident that the EPA spent much time
testing up Chafin’sHollow.

AsCarlenesays, “ Therearejust alot of unanswered
questions.” Whenthe EPA doesreturnwithitsresults, there
will beapublic meeting at Omar Elementary Schoal. 'ﬁ



Say Tuned for " Moving Mountains," MTR TunesWith a Message

The compact disc of music about mountaintop
removal that wasthe brainchild of Jen Osha, andwhich has
had input from many creativefolks, isnearing completion.
Thetitleis“Moving Mountains.”

Creative OVEC members have had a lot of
involvement in thisproject, and even have some songson
the CD. Board member Jeff Bodey isthe sound engineer
and artwork by Winter Rossisfeatured onthe cover. Stay
tunedfor CD release parties! Songson*“Moving Mountains’
indude:

Kiss the Hills Goodbye

T. Paige Daporto

Planet Earth

SteveEschleman

Larry’'sMountain

Cherylann Hawk, featuring Vassar Clements

Ruination

Debbie Jones

The Spider Song
Michael and CarrieKline
Written by Glen Lawson
In Yer Way

KateLong

Company Town
Andrew McKnight
Song for Mother
MikeMorningstar

The Fiddler’s Ballad
Jennifer Osha

Under the Blackened Moon
Keth Pitzer

The Mountains of Home
DonnaPriceand Greg Treadway
Larry’'sSong

ElainePurkey

Quiet Mountain

Nathan Wilson

Awwww ... Massey Energy May Be" On Thin Ice," ForbesM agazine Says

by Martyn Chase
Charleston Gazette Business Editor
Wall Street issouring on Massey Energy Co.’s

ACTION ALERTS - DO IT!

Stay Informed by E-mail: Join OVEC'’s
Action Alert! e-mail list by sending an e-malil
with “join list” in the subject line to
vivian@ohvec.org. This is not a discussion
list, so you won'’t be swamped with e-mails.
You'll get four to 10 Action Alerts! per month,
chock full of useful info.

Stay Informed by Phone: If you don’t have

or don't like e-mail, call the OVEC office at
(304) 522-0246 and ask to be put on our Call
List. We’ll need your name and phone
number. Don’t worry - we will only call to let
you know about major events or actions.

Stay Informed by WWW: Visit
www.ohvec.org frequently for news and action
updates. Check out our extensive background
information in the Issues section. Look for
your friends in the People in Action section.

prospectsand theenergy giant may be* skating onthinice’
withitshbig bet on low-sulfur coal in central Appalachia,
according to an article in the May 26 issue of Forbes
megazine.

The magazine d so assertsthat Massey wasforced
to hire“inexperienced” workersafter it refused to match
wageincreasesby competitorsin the aftermath of the 2000-
2001 surgeindectricity demand. Theresult: miners“quitin
droves’ and undercut the company’splansfor substantial
boostsin coa production.

Thearticle, titled“Not King Coa” and written by
Bernard Condon, traced the company’ slengthy history of
labor and environmentd grifeinWest Virginiaand Kentucky,
including the 1985 battle with the United Mine Workers
and recent environmentd disastersalongtheBig Sendy River
and at itsmine near Madison. Forbes noted that Massey
missed itsearningstargetsin eight of thelast ninequarters
and that the company’ sstock price hasfallen from $28two
years ago to about $10 today.

“[Massey Energy CEO] Don Blankenship made
money while making enemies of union members and
environmentalists,” the article says. “Now he’snot even
making money. Doeshe haveany friends|eft?’

Themagazineisgenerdly regarded asconsarvative.
Steve Forbes, who ran unsuccessfully for the Republican

continued on page 10



Does EI S Really Sand for '"Environment
'~ Srrawved'?

lsn't Saved' or 'Everytr

by Vivian Sockman

Wewaited al thistimefor this?

InMay, nearly 2 1/2 years after it was due as part
of alawsuit settlement, several federal and state agencies
findly released their draft Environmenta Impact Statement
on mountaintop removal. For anyonewho caresabout the
future of southern West Virginiaand eastern Kentucky;, it
wasalongwait for abrutal smack upsidethe head.

Joan Mulhern with Earthjustice reminded usthat
theorigina intent of thisEnvironmental Impact Statement
(EIS) aspublishedinthe Federal Register was*to consider
devel oping agency policies, guidance, and coordinated
agency decision-making processes to minimize, to the
maximum extent practicable, the adverse environmental
effectstowatersof the United Statesand tofishand wildlife
resourcesaffected by mountaintop mining operations, and
to environmental resourcesthat could be affected by the

size and

“The draft EIS is awholesale | location of
retreat from the promise | excess spoil
made by the federal | digosdstesin
government whenitagreedto | valeyfills’ (64
do this study.” Fed. Reg.

Jim Hecker, Trial Lawyers for | 5778).

Public Justice The two

attorneyswho

filed the casethat brought about the EISwere Joe L ovett,
now with the A ppalachian Center for the Economy and the
Environment, and Jim Hecker of Trial Lawyersfor Public
Justice. Inane-mail, imwrote:

"The draft EISis a wholesale retreat
from the promise made by the federal
government when it agreed to do this study in
December 1998. The promise was to reduce
environmental harm caused by valley fills.
Instead, the DEIS does not propose a single
substantivelimit onfill size, location or impacts.

The government trumpets its funding of
over 30 studies to prepare the EIS. The studies
show that mining and valley fills are causing
major environmental harm. The impacts are
even greater now than earlier studies suggested.
Stream miles filled have increased from 560
to 724, and stream miles impacted have

West Virginia getsits
copy of thedraft EIS
rightinthe... chest.

increased to 1,200. Yet despitc u..-
DEISdoesnot proposea single specific action
to limit that harm.

Furthermore, the government is not
using two of the most important studies it
commissioned — the ones that evaluated the
economic impacts of reductions in valley fill
sizes, and the cumulative environmental
impacts of past and future valley fills. Theonly
reason for thisisthat the government did not
like the results of those studies, because they
showed that the economic harm wastiny, and
the cumulative environmental harm was
enormous. Those studies showed that
restricting fill size would only increase coal
pricesby adollar aton, andincreaseelectricity
costs by a few cents per megawatt hour.

Instead, the DEIS only proposes more
process and more studies. At the sametime, the
DEIS makes no commitment to retain the only
existing limit on fill size-the 250 acrelimit that
has been in effect since 1998.

All of the alternatives propose to
eliminate the buffer zone rule, which is the
strongest current protection for intermittent and
perennial streams.”

The draft DEIS says that “ surface mining” has
already claimed nearly 400,000 acres of forested
mountains,

Future “surface mining” could claim over 1.4
million acres of this incredibly biologically diverse

ecosystem. continued on page 10



Mountaintop Removal EIS
continued from page 9

PetriciaBraggwasoneof thelitigantsonthelawauit,
asweretheWest VirginiaHighlands Conservancy and an
OVEC board member. When the DEI Swasreleased, Trish
wrote:

"This EIS has not reported how our
communities have been changed by thismining,
and how we are physically, emotionally, and
spiritually gutted. We are laid to waste as the
rest of the USA allows big corporationsto profit
at our expense. The politicianswould not allow
thisdestruction to take placeintheir back yards,
why should we? They have awakened a slegping
giant and as the people shake themselves, they
will arise with even more determination to
correct the wrong our very government has
inflicted upon us. Every change made in
America’s history has come about when the
masses of peopl e bind together and say, * Enough
isenough.” "

Ontheday thedraft EI'S came out, bind together
wedid.

Earthjustice hosted atel ephone press conference,
which waswell attended by members of the media, and
which hel ped enormoudy in counteracting thepublicreations
spin put on the document by the Army Corpsof Engineers
and the Office of SurfaceMining.

Their pressreleasewasanew low in Doublespesk,
evenfor theBushadministration:

"The draft EIS recommends actions
designed specifically to ensure more effective
protection for human health and the
environment while enabling the Nation to
continueto receivethe energy benefits of cleaner
burning Appalachian coal. The additional steps
recommended inthedraft EISbuild upon Federal
and Sate actionsundertaken in recent yearsthat
are effectively reducing mountaintop coal mining
related environmental impacts.”

Fortunately, thefolkson thetele-pressconference
(repsfrom Appal achian Center for the Economy and the
Environment, Coal River Mountain Watch, Earthjustice,
Friendsof the Earth, Kentuckians For The Commonwedlth,
OVEC, Trid Lawyersfor Public Justiceand West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy) were able to interpret the
Doublespeak for reportersand lay out thetruth.

“The EIS studies confirmed the obviousfact that
blowing up mountains and burying streams has enormous
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and irreversible environmental consequences. It is
astonishing, even for the Bush administration, that their
response to this information is to further weaken the
environmentd limitson mountaintop remova mining,” Joan
Mulherntold reporters.

For more information about this draft, e-mail
vivian@ohvec.org, who canforward you good summaries,
or call the OVEC officeat (304) 522-0246. &

ACTION ALERT

Copies of the massive mountaintop
removal draft EIS are available in several
regional libraries, as well as on-line at
www.epa.gov/region3/mtntop/

Public hearings are set for 2 t0 5
p.m.and 7to 11 p.m. on July 22 at The Forum
at The Hal Rogers Center in Hazard, Ky., and
the same times on July 24 at the Little
Theater of the Charleston Civic Center in
Charleston, WV.

Massey On Thin Ice
continued from page 8

presidential nominationin 1996 and 2000, ispresident and
editor-in-chief. Themagazinehasacirculation of morethan
900,000, aspokeswoman for Forbessaid.

Blankenship benefited greatly in the past by facing
down the UMW, Condon wrote. “But it’s not his only
enemy. Environmentd regulators, who hesaysarein cahoots
withtheunion, aren’t particularly fond of himeither. They
say herunssomeof the nation’sdirtiest mines.”

Now Wall Street has joined the critics, Condon
wrote. “ The cocky, independent streak that served him so
well hasled to bad decisions, such as hiring cheaper but
inexperienced workers.”

Massey lost $33millionon $1.6 billioninrevenues
last year.

“It'sanugly turn of eventsfor Blankenship, abrilliant,
gutsy operator with an unfortunate tendency to shoot off his
mouth,” thearticlesaid. The article can beread in full at
www.forbes.com.

"Among politicians and businessmen, 'Pragmatism’
is the current term for 'To hell with our children." "
Edward Abbey




Earth Day, Bush-Style

Mountaintop Removal Site Used for Federal PR Stunt

by Vivian Sockman

“How does the nation’s top strip mine regulator
celebrate Earth Day? By touring amountaintop removal
minesite, of course.”

So began Ken Ward's April 23 article in the
Charleston Gazette about Office of SurfaceMining director
Jeffrey Jarrett’ sEarth Day public relationsstunt.

Jarrett, with mediain tow, came to Arch Coal’s
18-square-mile Samples Mine to tour the company’s
“reforestation” test plots. He planted some white pine
seedlingswith about adozen RiversdeHigh School students.

“Jeff....celebrated Earth Day 2003 by planting trees
at aninnovativeWest Virginiastewherethenation’ssecond
largest coal company has joined hands with the local
community, watershed groupsand school sto restore mined
lands,” gushed apressrel ease sent out by OSM.

Sierra Club’s environmental justice resource
coordinator for our area, Bill Price, pointed out that

Final Assault aHit in Theater

For six daysin April, Charleston wastrested
totheworld premiererun of “Final Assault.” The
play isabout peopleworking to stop mountaintop
removal, and waswritten by actor and West Virginia
native David Selby. Much of the dialogue, which
elicited laughsaswell asgasps, wasderived from
news storiesabout mountaintop removal.

We heard from alot of peoplewho really
enjoyed the play. For example, somefolkswho are
struggling to savetheir land from becoming part of
Arch Cod’smass ve Hobet 21 mountaintop removal
operation said they absolutely loved the play, and it
easily could have been about them.

OVECisvery grateful to MayaNyeand the
Charleston Stage Company for making the April 18
performanceafundraiser for OVEC. Morethan 100
folksturned out for the show, which wasfollowed
by areception withtheactors.

Many thanks to the volunteers who sold
tickets, served as ushersand who brought goodies
for thereception. Werai sed about $1,500! Thefunds
will beused for eventsplanned by the Friendsof the
Mountains, a coalition of groups working to end
mountaintopremovadl.

RiversdeHighkidscould hardly becaled"locd." Theloca
high school was Clear Fork, but it hasbeen closed. Bill also
noted that kidsfrom Marsh Fork Highwould bemore*local”
to the SamplesMinearea, but that school may beforcedto
closetoo. “ Thisisthe patternin the coafields since they
have started blowing up our mountains,” Pricesaid.

“This is the mine that partly surrounds Larry
Gibson's50-acrefamily graveyard and park —what ajoke
itistothink you aredoing somekind of good amidst al that
grossdestruction,” said Julian Martin, aboard member of
theWest VirginiaHighlands Conservancy.

One OV EC member e-mailed that she had toured
Arch’s Hobet 21 mountaintop removal site, and the
“overburden that they use as soil ontheir prize-winning
reclamation sitewould cut your feet to piecesif youwaked
onit barefoot. I'll never forget that place.”

Coal companiesarerazing themost biologically
diversetemperateforestson earth, destroying everything,
from the hardwoods, to the understory herbslike ginseng,
to thetopsoil, to the seed bank in thetopsoil, to the streams
that areessential tolife.

Jarrett’ s planting of some pinetreeson Earth Day
inthe soil-lessrubble of our former mountaintopswasa
pathetic public relationsploy. HisEarth Day stunt lso gave
an official stamp of approval to the environmental and
cultura destruction of mountaintop removal. It wasshameful
—buttypical of theBushadministration. €

OVEC VolunteersParticipatein Health Fair

Hundredsof community res dentsattended thefirst
health fair sponsored by thelocal branch of the NAACRP,
held May 31% at the A.D. Lewis Center in Huntington.
OVEC folks Maryanne Graham, Winnie Fox, Elinore
Taylor, John Taylor and ThomasKincaid “personed” the
OVECtableat thisevent.

Clearly, environmenta issuesarea so hedthissues
and OV EC hopesto doitspart by helping morefolksmake
the connections. Asarule, peoplewho havelessaccessto
health care are more likely to be exposed to a
disproportionate amount of toxic pollution, which may lead
to health problems. That’s one reason that OV EC took
advantage of thisopportunity to broaden our outreachin
theAfrican-American community.

Thanks to the outstanding leadership of Sylvia
Ridgeway, current president of thelocal NAACRP, thismay
become an annual event we can look forward to. 'é



14th Annual Treehuggers BaJI Features Great Music, Swell Gifts

by Janet Fout

OVEC friends old
and new weregroovingtothe
music at our 14" annual
Treehugger’sBall held this
April. A specia thanksgoes
to Roy and Terry Clark, -
ownersof the Calamity Café, andfor their loyal support of
OVEC' senvironmental work year after year. (Besureto
support thisfine Huntington restaurant | ocated downtown
onthecorner of Hal Greer Boulevard and Third Avenue).

It'sonly right to singleout Eric Fout for gppreciation.
My dedicated OV EC husband has organized the musical
part of thistradition for many, many years and has also
played music at mogt, if not all these events, includingthis
one. FirsttherewasEric' sgroup, Two DudesWith L utes,
followed by The Pagan Babies, The Porch Band, Moleskin
Panties (anamel decried assexist!) and thelocally famous
Big Rock and the Candy Ass Mountain Boys, who soon
will premier their first CD.

Attending treehuggersrocked, swayed, shuffled and
boogied to the sounds of Paige Del Porto, Them Others,
The Common Land Band and Big Rock, and the Candy
Ass Mountain Boys. OVEC deeply appreciates the
volunteer spirit of all themusicianswho give so freely of
their timeand giftsto help OVEC raiselocal donationsto
stop the coal industry’ s mind-boggling mining practice of
mountain rangeremova and streamannihilation.

OVEC also thanks Troy Haney for his
thoughtful ness—buying and donating potted herbsfor table
favorsat thisyear’'sevent. Saleswerebrisk for OVEC's
new organic Treehugger’sBall T-shirt with avery timely
and appropriate quote ontheback from HelenKeller: “This
is the time for aloud voice, open speech, and fearless
thinking. | rgoicethat | livein suchasplendidly disturbing
time” TheseT-shirtsaredtill availableat the OVEC office.

Because OVEC' swork focuses on readl life and
death issues, it's absolutely essential that OVEC staff,
members, and volunteers take a break from hard
environmental realitiesand kick up their heelsfor somefun
andrelaxation. The Treehuggers Ball isoneway to dothat.

Andlast, but certainly not least, OV EC extendsits
graitudetodl our members, volunteersand supporterswho
attend, donate and often |eave with empty pockets! We
couldn’t dothiswork without your financial support.

Please patronize these artists and businesses
that generously donated itemsfor thisyears event:
Calamity Café; Roane County artist Joe Lung; artists
Eric Kumlien and Clarice Kumlien; and Stonecrest
Animal Medical Center and Berry Hill Garden and
Craft Center, both in Huntington.

Community VoicesHeard Group L eads
OrganizingWor kshop in Whitesville

In May, 25 coalfield residents and mountaintop
removal activists and leaders participated in adynamic
organizing workshopinWhitesville, WV. OVEC extends
itsdeep gratitudeto Cod River Mountain Wetch for lending
their officefor thisevent. Theorganizingworkshopwasled
by Paul Getsos, SondraYoudelman and Sheilalreland, from
Community Voices Heard, a non-profit, grassroots
organizationinNew York City that empowersmostly women
of color and is5,000 familiesstrong.

Paul isanother awardee of the Ford Foundation’s
L eadership for a Changing World program. His style of
organizing caught both Dianne and Janet’ sattention during

apresentation hemadeat an LCW meeting.
continued on page 14

Just Say NO! to Overweight Coal Trucks

Hundreds of people gathered at the state capitol in
Charleston in February to opposean increasein the
weight limitsfor coal trucks. Not enough politicians
heard the people. Therest ignored the people'swill
and well-being and instead capitulated to the coal
industry. Campaign financer efor m, anyone?

When you're finished with this newsletter, please pass it on!
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OVEC, Other ActivigsDo DoubIeDuty In Foggy Bottom

In April, OVEC organized a group of about 30
codfield resdentsand activigistotravel to Washington, DC,
to help Cod River Mountain Watch’s Judy Bondscel ebrate
winning the 2003 Goldman Environmenta Prizefor North
America. (Thanks, Dave Cooper!)

Many an eye moistened during the moving
ceremony, held at the National Geographic Society’s
Auditorium. Weare so proud of you, Judy!

Trueto form, we multi-tasking activists couldn’t
resist avisit to the offices of West Virginia Senators Byrd
and Rockefeller sncewewereaready intheneighborhood.

Wethanked Sen. Byrd for publicly stating that the
Nationa Academy of Sciencesrecommendationson coal
dudgeimpoundments should beimplemented.

Those recommendations include identifying
alternatives to coal sludge impoundments and ways to
reduce completely eliminate the “need” for these
impoundments.

We also voiced our concerns over the severe
mountaintop removal-rel ated flooding of the codfields.

A few folksa so visited some House Republicans
who arelikely to support the Clean Water Protection Act
of 2003, abipartisan bill that would stop coal companies
from dumping our former mountainsinto our streams.

Thebill would dso prevent industriesfrom dumping
al manner of wastesinto our nation’swaters.

Paul and Nanette Nelson of Coal River Mountain
Watch speak to one of Senator Byrd's aides (off
camera at right) about the dangers of coal sludge
impoundments. OVEC organized atrip toWashington,
DC, to support Judy Bonds as she received the
Goldman Prize. About 30 people carpooled. We also
madearrangementsto meet with Sen. Byrd'sofficeto
to talk about coal sludge impoundments, since in
January Sen. Byrd publicly emphasized that much
better regulation of these impoundmentsis needed.
Our group met with an aide for Sen. Rockefeller as
well. And wehad awholelot of fun!!!

MSHA Doesn't Get Mad, It Gets Even - Against Its Own People

by Vivian Sockman

What doyou get whenyou diligently and effectively
do your job and attempt to expose wrongdoing?
Investigated and put onindefiniteleave, of course.

In June 2003, Jack Spadaro, a longtime mine
inspector and achampion of minersand codfield resdents,
was put on administrative leave from his job as
superintendent of the Mine Safety and Health
Administration’s National Mine Academy, which isin
Beckley. Jack figuresM SHA will put him on some sort of
personnel action any day now.

Under Bush'srule, MSHA just doesn’t like Jack.
Jack isat oddswith MSHA's current push to weaken the
rulesgoverning miners’ exposureto coal dust. Coal dust
givesminersblack lung disease. If theré sanexplosioninan
underground mine, thedugtier theair, thefurther theexploson
travels.

MSHA wasn't too thrilled, either, when Jack blew
thewhistleon M SHA'sinvestigation of the Massey Energy
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coa sludge impoundment disaster. That catastrophe
unleashed 306 million gallonsof chemical-laden black goo,
whichfouled about 70 milesof Kentucky andWest Virginia
waterwaysand | eft dudgeupto 7-feet-degpin somepeopl€'s
yards. According to Jack, top MSHA officialsdidn’t want
to examine* serious deficienciesthat wererevea ed during
the investigation regarding the (agency’s) review and
approvd processfor thisimpoundment.” Whilesaying Jack’s
complaintsweren’t valid, MSHA blocked therel ease of
nearly haf of thereport itsown Inspector Generd prepared
on the disaster and MSHA's oversight of the Massey
operation.

According to Mine Safety and Health News, this
isthethird timein eight monthsthat M SHA hasthreatened
disciplinary action against Jack. On June 4, Jack wasin
DC, sent there by MSHA for some meetings. Inamove
more suited to jack-booted thugs, M SHA officia sstormed
hisBeckley offices, confiscated hiswork and changed his

continued on page 17



Organizing, Training to Take on Assorted Environmental Obscenities

Participants at OVEC's and Coal River Mountain
Watch'sorganizingwor kshop included JulieAr cher,
Eddie Harmon, Julian Martin, Frank Young, Viv
Stockman and Janice Nease.

Larry Gibson, second from left, talksto Sheilalreland,
Sondra Youdelman and Paul Getsosof Community
VoicesHeard, who visited Kayford Mountain to see
the cracksin a hillside caused by old underground
miningthat threaten thenear by town of Dorothy, WV.

Wor kshop
continued from page 12

After the workshop, Larry Maynard who has
started hisown group in Delbarton, WV, said heliked the
graphics, other techniques and | earning communications
skills. Herealized after participating in theworkshop that
hewas bogging people down with too much information -
that he needed to streamline his “rap” with people he
approached. Alisa, Larry’swife, said sheliked Paul’sNew
York style, that it wasa*tough love” approach.
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During the June organizing training, Judy Bonds
awarded acheck toLarry Maynard sothe Delbarton
Environment Awar eness Community Foundation in
Mingo County can get acomputer. Themoney came
from Judy'sGoldman Environmantal Prize. Judy also
madeavery generousdonation to OVEC. Thanksso
much, Judy!

AwardeesVidt OVECto Learn More

About Mountain Massacrein WV

Fivefellow awardeesfrom the Ford Foundation’s
L eadership for aChanging World (LCW) program visited
West Virginiain mid-May to learn more about OVEC's
work, especidly fighting mountaintop removal.

These national ly-recognized |eaderswere among
the 2001 winnerswhen Dianne Bady, Janet Fout and Laura
Forman wererecognized as an award-winning grassroots
leadership team.

Thegroup, along with several of their colleagues,
watched Mucked, a movie by film maker Bob Gates,
showing thedevastating codfield floodsinWest Virginiain
2001 and 2002, wherethousands of homeswere destroyed
and 14 peoplelost their lives as aresult of mountaintop
remova mining and deforestation.

Wanting to seemountaintop remova for themselves,
the group braved heavy rains and dodged many gigantic
coal trucks, totravel to Kayford Mountain wherethey met
OVEC board member Larry Gibson. Larry demonstrated
how the mountains are being annihilated around Kayford
using the scale-model designed by artist Carol Jackson.

Folkswere astounded by the destruction that they
saw - incredulousthat beautiful, forested mountainswere

continued on page 15



Fourth | nterstate Summit for the Mountains a Success

-

M ost of the participantsat the4™" Summit for the M ountainsar e smiling becausethey know they'rewinning.

OVEC held its Fourth Summit for the Mountains March 7-9 at the beautiful Pipestem State Park Resort in
southernWest Virginia. About 50 mountaintop remova activists spent theweekend brainstorming and strategizing. OVEC
used specia fundsfrom the Ford Foundation’s L eadership for aChanging World Award to pay for the event.

The Saturday night entertainment included songsfrom Kate L ong and poemsfrom Bob Henry Baber. Wehad a
blast giving out thefollowing awards, completewith silly prizes:

© The LauraForman Passion for Justice Award to John Taylor;
© Speaking Truth to Power Award to Judy Bonds, Janice Nease and FredaWilliams;
& Glad YouAre on Our Side Award to Patty Sebok;
& Hogpitality Award to Kathryn Stone, who places shelter over our headsand lunchin our bellies,
& Courageinthe Face of Adversity Award to Walter Young;
¢ Sharing the Homeplace Award to Larry Gibson;
& Takingit to the Top Award to ReginaHendrix;
R Excelencein Website Maintenance and Technical CrisisAbatement to DonAlexander (who donatessomeof the
timethat goesinto the OVEC website);
# Excdlencein Typo Catching and |con Finding Award to Rosalie Blaul.
Congratulationsto al the awardees, and to each and every one of you working to end mountai ntop removal! ﬁ

Awar dees Visit L eader ship
continued from page 14 for a

beingannihilated. DaleAss, wholivesandworksinChicago  Changing
withimmigrant communities, wasawestruck by themany,  World
varied shades of green that he saw on intact mountains-  awar dees it
attesting to theuniquediversity of West Virginiasvaluable  and friends -y
hardwood forests. agreethat . J-i-
A very specia thanks goes to OVEC board co-  they love £
char JohnTaylor, whosogracioudy drovehisvanandspent  WV's : ~—
timewith our guestsfor three days! f mountainswhileat Kayford Mountain, WV, in May.
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Think Christmasin Julyfor that Perfect Holiday Gift

by Janet Fout

Few people would argue that the winter of 2003
was long and cold. Thankfully, the thoughts of frigid
mornings, frost-covered windshieldsand icy streetsare
behind usfor now. But when July comesaround, you might
find yourself thinking, “Beforel know it, it'sgoing to be
Christmas!” And sure enough, those warm summer days
roll by faster thanaCSX coadl trainfilled with theremnants
of West Virginia smountains.

Sooner than you think, you may be caught in a
December whirlwind searching for that perfect Christmas
gift for family members, loved onesand other peopleyou
careabout. But thisyear, it'sgoing to bedifferent! You
pledgeNOT to be oneof thoselast-minute shoppersbuying
yet another set of body wash and lotion for Aunt Crystal
that shedoesn’t want or need —purchased in alast-minute
panic.

WEell, doesOVEC ever haveagreat deal for you!
It'sChristmasin July! WE |l help you keep that promiseto
yourself! A very limited number of lovely, delicate hand-
blown West Virginiaglass ornaments made especially for
OVEC aredtill availableto buy now!

For the past four years, OVEC has offered these
beautiful itemsto helpraisefundsfor our “ Stop Mountaintop
Removal!” campaign. Every ornament inthisexclusive,
collectible seriesfeaturesWest Virginiaplantsand animals
whose habitat isdestroyed by mountaintop removal.

You can easeyour burden of last-minute Christmas
shopping by purchasing these collector’sitemsand help
protect the mountains at the same time. Call OVEC at
(304) 522-0246 today and get ahead start on Christmas.
Prices: Pilgrim ornaments, $45 each or two for $85

Glassworks ornaments, $40 each or two for $75
Pleaseincludean additiona $4.00 for postageand handling.

All proceeds(above costs) support OVEC sefforts
to protect West Virginia smountains, streamsand mountain
communities. Order yourstoday by calling OVEC or send
ane-mail to usat ohvec@ohvec.org.

L eft: GIaSSNorkslnc Weston, WYV, fourth edltlonln
thecollection, Wood Thrush-2002in amber by Kelsey
Mur phy and Bob Bomkamp. Right: Glassworks, Inc.,
Weston, WV, fourth edition in thecollection, Jack-in-
the Pulpit-2002 in amethyst by Kelsey Murphy and
Bob Bomkamp.

L eft: Pilgrim Glass, Inc., Huntington, WV, third edition
in the collection, Bloodroot-2001 in white by K elsey
Mur phy. Right: Pilgrim Glass, Inc., Huntington, WV,
third edition in thecollection, Cerulean War bler- 2001
in cobalt by Kelsey Mur phy.

Academics, Univer sties Cometo the Rescue of the M ountains

On April 23 and 24, nearly 40 people attended a
symposum at theUniversity of Pennsylvaniaorganized by
Mary Hufford, professor and director of the Center for
Folkloreand Ethnography. Theuniversity’sinstitutefor
Environmental Studiesco-sponsored theevent, “ Sustaining
theMountains. Ecologicd Citizenshipfor the21st Century.”
A flier advertising the event read in part: “To get at the
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remaining coal reserves, the coal industry istaking down
the A ppaachian mountainsthroughamethod of stripmining
knownas‘ mountaintopremova andvdleyfill.” Disgppearing
adongwiththemountainsand valeysisawedth of biocultura

diversity and associated historical and ecological memory.

Canthemountainsand communitiesof Central Appalachia
survivethenationa demand for codl-fired electricity? €



DECAF Takeson Proposed M assive Delbarton
Slurry Impoundment that ThreatensResdents

by Jen Osha

Theday after OVEC's Summit for theMountains,
Erin, Paul and | went to Delbartonin Mingo County to meet
with Larry and AlisaMaynard.

Larry has founded DECAF, Delbarton
Environmental Community Action Foundation. Wearrived
at hishometo find that he plansto convert hishouseintothe
DECAF headquarters. Larry, Alisa, and the other DECAF
membersarecertainly committed! Larry, Walter Youngand
Leroy Runyon arethe primary moversand shakers.

DECAF smain concernisthedurry impoundment
above Delbarton, whichisunder expansion. When (if 77?)
the Delbarton Coa impoundment iscompleted, it will be
250 feet high, sitting directly over the 474 residentswho
livewithin 1,000 feet of the mineentrance. Thennumber of
resdentsdoesn’t evenincludeall of thepeoplewholive5
milesdownstream and 1 mile upstream —the* inundation
ared’ should thisimpoundment, built by yet another Massey

Energy subsidiary, ever fail. The current emergency
evacuation plan callsfor downstream residentsto travel
upstream into oncoming dudgein caseof abreak!

After our tripto Delbarton, Erinand | felt strongly
that we wanted to visit the site of aslurry spill to better
understand the potential consequences of a break in
Delbarton. So we headed down to meet M onroe Cassady
for thedudgetour of Inez, Ky. Westayed with Glen Cornett
and hisfamily. The Cornettswerethefirst resdentsto be
submergedindudgefromthe spill.

On October 11, 2000, Inez wasthesite of adurry
spill twicethat of Buffalo Creek and around 20timesashig
asthat of the Exxon Valdez. Over 300 million gallons of
dudgebrokeinto an abandoned minebel ow the Big Hollow
impoundment and flowed into two watersheds, then into
the Tug Fork of the Big Sandy River. Sludgeinched its
way down Coldwater Creek likelava, formingitsownlayer
of fog asit traveled. One-hundred and eleven milliongalons

continued on page 18

Spadaro
continued from page 13

ACTION ALERT

Send letters or calls of support for Jack
Spadaro to Sen. Robert Byrd and

Congressman Nick Joe Rahall. These
politicians know what is up, and most likely are
on Jack’s side, so please make sure your
letters and calls have a respectful tone.

The Honorable Robert Byrd
United States Senate

311 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-4801
Phone: (202) 224-3954

Fax: (202) 224-4168
senator_byrd@byrd.senate.gov

The Honorable Nick J. Rahall I

US House of Representatives

2307 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4803
Phone: (202) 225-3452

Fax: (202) 225-9061
nrahall@mail.house.gov

office door locks. Upon his return, Jack was not even
alowed back into the Academy building.

MSHA isapparently charging Jack with fraud and
misappropriation of government funds. At hissupervisors
requests, Jack hired Sam Bond to teach at the Academy
about threeyearsago. During theweek, Sam stayed at the
academy’sliving quartersand did not pay for hismealsor
hisrent, whichisapparently why MSHA ispunishing Jack.

The publisher of Mine Safety and Health News
received many anonymous notesfrom Jack’sco-workers
who cal Jack’ ssuspensona“witchhunt” and“vindictive.”
Oneco-worker told the Newsthat MSHA' sown regulations
dictatethat MSHA employeesarenot to be charged room
and board at the Academy.

The Academy employeeswho contacted the News
had very high praise for Jack. One wrote that “a small
group of academy employees, encouraged by (MSHA)
headquarters, conspired with the Republican adminigtration
to get rid of Jack. Shame on them. They seized upon
whatever they could, and that was his compassion for a
former federa inspector with M Swho was so disabled that
he moved about the building inamotorized scooter.”

Jack has hired attorneys Roger Forman and Jason
Huber to defend him against MSHA'’s attack. A
whistleblower couldn't ask for better legal aid. €
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, July 4,10 p.m. on WV Public Television, part of
the “Headwaters: Real Stories from Rural America’
documentary seriesfrom Appal shop. " Cod Bucket Outlaw"
isbuilt around aday in the life of a Kentucky coal truck
driver. The program givesAmericansadirect |ook at where
our energy comes from and reveals the human and
environmental price we pay for our national addiction to
fossl fuels.

Saturday, July 5, 1 p.m. to ? 14th Annual Fourth of July
Celebration at the Stanley Heirs park on Kayford Mountain
with OVEC board member Larry Gibson. Bring acovered
dish and drinks. Music by the Carpenter Ants, bingo and
more. The celebration continues Sunday. Call Larry at (304)
542-1134 or e-mail vivian@ohvec.org for info and
directions.

Monday, July 21, 6 p.m. WV Department of
Environmental Protection headquarters at 10 McJunkin
Road, Nitro. Public hearing on proposed changesto post-
mining land use regulations. The proposed changesareon
filewith the Secretary of State'soffice. Written comments
will beaccepted until the public hearing. Mail commentsto:

WYV Department of Environmental Protection

Attn: Matt Crum

1356 Hansford Street

Charleston, WV 25301

Tuesday, July 22, 2-5p.m. and 7-11 p.m. at the Forum at
the Hal Rogers Center, 101 Bulldog Lane, Hazard, Ky.
Public hearing onthedraft Environmenta Impact Statement
(EI'S) about mountaintop removal.

Thursday, July 24, 2-5 p.m. and 7-11 p.m. at the
Charleston Civic Center, Little Theater, 200 Civic Center
Drive, Charleston, WV. Second public hearing on the draft
El S about mountaintop removal.

TheEISisaso openfor written public comments,
which must be submitted by August 29 to:

Mr. John Forren, U.S. EPA (3ES30)

1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103

The 4,000 pagedraft EIS document can beviewed
at: www.epa.gov/ region3/mtntop/eis.htm
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of black water rushedinto Wolf Creek. Inbothwatersheds,
resdentslay degping. They received nowarningfromMartin
County Coal nor itsowner —again, Massey Energy. MCC
said the breakthrough occurred at 12:15 a.m., but state
officialssaid it wasn't reported until 3:45am.

Ten days after the spill, black water reached the
OhioRiver. For 20miles, all aguaticlifedied inwhat was
termed a “total kill.” Responding to the crisis, a
representativefor Martin County Coal stated that thedurry
spill was*“thedirect, soleand proximate result of an act of
God, the occurrence of which wasnot within the control of
Martin County Coal.” Sound familiar? After amoment of
slence, Erinsaid aptly, “ Theonly act of God | seeisthat no
onewaskilled.”

Thetruthisthat MCC had plenty of warning. So
did theMine Safety and Health Administration. InMay of
1994, millions of gallonsof dudge escaped into themine
shaft and thenceinto Wolf Creek.

Larry Wilson, an M SHA engineer, recommended
that amine shaft be completely filledinto avoid apossible
lossof lifeif acave-indid occur. MCCdid not fill inthe
mineshaft.

Thereareanumber of frightening Smilaritiesbetween
thespill inlnezand apotentid spill inDelbarton. Inaddition
to the obviousMassey connection, bothimpoundmentsare
located very closeto abandoned underground mine shafts.
In both cases, aMassey representative, and not athird party,
isinchargeof notifying resdentsif their livesarein danger.
InInez, if both the dudgeand thewater had broken out into
the samewatershed, people could havedied.

Glen Cornett’s son-in-law, Greg Porter, was a
contractor who was hired by Martin County Coal to work
on the Big Branch impoundment after the 1994 break.
“They should have shut it downright then,” hesaid angrrily.

For 6 months heworked double shiftsto haul strip
rock to reinforcethedam. “ Surry Lakeiswhat they ought
tocall it. I’ dkill any livingthingit touched. | know. I've
worked around it, been around it.”

When Greg heard about proposed enlargement of
thedurry impoundment in Delbarton, he had amessagehe
wanted to sharewith DECAF and other activists:

“Put the word out — Don't |et them put aslurry
pondinif there’'sadeep mineaready there. Becauseit will
break. I1twill leak. Andthey might not beaslucky aswe
were.”

Contact DECAF at: getsomedecaf @yahoo.com ’6



A New Way to Help Out OVEC, and Keep Turning Your Trash into Cash!

Now you can use your credit | ==
card to donateto OVEC on-line. Go to ‘ S \
www.ohvec.org and click on the DONATE
“Donate” button or the disappearing mountain to use your
Mastercard or Visa. Many thanksto OVEC swebwizard,
DonAlexander, for setting up thissystem.

Of course, you can till donate the ol d-fashioned
way, too, by sending usacheck. Your financial support
keeps OVEC at work. Thank you!

" Andancther big“Thank You!” toDanida

’ Woodyard and other folkswho recycletheir
" ’ empty printer ink cartridges by sending them
off to Envirosmart, whichrefillsand sdlsthem.
Envirosmart providesuswithfree, postage-paid bags, with
an OV EC code stamped on them, to giveyou.

Each month, the company countshow many OVEC
supporterssent in cartridges, then sends usacheck.

Cal or email Maryanne, (304) 522-0246, or
mago@ezwv.com, to get your supply of bags.

Endangered-Species Lawsuit Targets MTR

Asmountaintop removal destroyswildlife habitat,
coal companiesand their supposed government regulators
areignoring ruleswritten to protect endangered species.

That’swhy several groups havefiled anotice of
intent to suethe Department of Interior and theU.S. Army
Corpsof Engineersfor failing to properly examinemining
impactsto endangered speciesbeforeissuing mountaintop
removal permits.

Attorneys Joe L ovett of the Appalachian Center
for the Economy and Environment, and Scott Edwards, of
the Water K eeper Alliance, filed the notice on behalf of
OVEC, Coa River Mountain Watch, the West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy and six southern WV families. 'ﬁ

f

polluting technologies.
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Donation

Name

Make a DIFFERENCE! Join a WINNING TEAM:! Get ACTIVE with OVEC!

IC OVEC stopped plans for a toxic waste incinerator in Ohio that would have imported waste from across the nation.
OVEC organizing forced an end to chronic pollution violations at the Ashland Qil refinery in Catlettsburg, Ky.
OVEC led the broad effort to stop plans for the nation’s largest pulp mill, which would have used outdated, heavily

An OVEC lawsuit compelled state government to enforce important provisions of the federal Clean Water Act.
OVEC worked with other groups to stimulate passage of first-step campaign finance reform laws in West Virginia.
OVEC is changing the face of "politics as usual" in West Virginia through our Clean Elections work.

OVEC is committed to bringing an end to mountaintop removal/valley fill strip mining.

Cut this coupon out today and mail to: OVEC, P.O. Box 6753, Huntington, WV 25773-6753
New member or renewal (Dues $10-$30 yearly, pay what you can)

Please add me to OVEC'’s e-mail Action Alert! list

N

Address

City/State

Phone

E-mail

\§

For more information call (304) 522-0246 or go to www.ohvec.org
Remember — All donations to OVEC are tax deductible!




A Little Justice for the Coalfields, If You Pleasel
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On June 23, about 100 peoplegather ed outsidethe Charleston branch of theU.S. Office of SurfaceMiningto
condemn that agency’s dismal record of enforcing mining laws. Enfor cingthelawswould goalong way toward
reiningin the excesses of mountaintop removal/valley fill strip mining. Peoplealso gather ed smultaneously in
Lexington, Ky., and Pittsburgh, Pa., todemand justicefor coalfield residentsand asaway to demonstr atethat
thisisnot just a West Virginia issue. photo by Abe Mwaura
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