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hove It ...

Paxsons and Whlttemore mtends to bmid thr:: Iargest pulp and paper mill in North America, and

: probably the world, in our region.” But they want fo do it their way. P&W is protesting key provisions

of WV's draft air permit for the mill. Tn letfers to WV DEP Director Eli McCoy, dated Dec. 18, 1995

. andJan. 19, 1996, P&W’s demands Concernmg the state's "egreglous air monitoring requirements

- include: : :

»  Eliminate d;oxm hmlts and momtormg on all sources s and in soil

» Eliminate pre and post start-up ambient monitoring for dioxin - |

» Eliminate perimeter momtormg for TRS, ehloroform, ca}bon tetrachloride, formaldehyde mothyl
chloride and benzene ...

. e Eliminate ambient PMEO momtormg (ﬁne p'lrtlculates)

‘o Eliminate requiréments for control of emissions from wastewater treatment

e e Eliminate the 12 months of sludge hazardous waste testing

- P&W is alarmed at the likely effect of these requirements "on prospective lenders to the Apple
Grove Pro; ect.’ They would be appalled at the prospects of the risks inherent in lending to (this)
project... (quote taken from letter to Eli McCoy sent by Ken Goddard of P&W)

h‘s Time for Citizens m Say to PSW
Take Your Mill and Shove It!

_ The oniy economically feasxble way for PSW to build this mill is for the company to be
absolved of legal responsibility for poisoning mill neighbors. If none of the above monitoring takes
place, it would likely be impossible to document a connection between human illnesses and the mifl's
toxic emissions.. The company plans to reap the profits, while dumpmg the real costs. of the mill onto
the people who llve here. " Here' s what you can do v

: 1. Write to WV Alr Quallty' Dlreéfoi' Dalé Farley and tell him you oppose the granting of ai air
pollution permit to P&W. The deadline for air comments is March 7. Write to Farley at 1558
Washmgton St. East, Charleston \'AY 25311

2. Start orgamzmg your frlends and famlly to attend the Vlgll on Gov. Caperton s lawn on
Saturday, March 30 at 1:30, to protest Caperton's support of this mill. More than 1000 people are

needed. (The governor's mansion is adjacent to the state capitol in Charleston.)

" 3. Participate in OVEC's pulp mill strategy meetings (see calendar at end of newsletter) and/or
donate money to OVEC to help continue the expensive fight to stop this destructive project.

4.1 yoii can offer other help, or want thore info, eall our Hontington office at 304-522-0246. -

P$W's campaign contributions have bought them the best politicians money can buy! Only
massive citizen opposition can counteract this influence.
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I RAPES RESOLUTION APPROVED J ANUARY 26 1996 (EXCERPTS) _
‘ @PP@SI’HON TO PARSONS AND WHITTEMORE PULP AND PAPER MELL

WHERI:AS “The earth is GOD’s and the fullness thereof’ (Psaim 24 1) and :
WHEREAS, “God’s covenant is with all living creatures” {Genesis 9:9), and -
WHEREAS, we are called to be stewards of creation (Genesis 1: 26-28), and _

WH% REAS thc (,ommws]oﬂ on Reixgiom m Appalachla ({,ORA) has stated ‘that “wc,
affirm an economics of stewardship which 1600‘”‘{1765 that meeting hurnan need and caring for
the earth and its resources are the basic essential™ in any system which is faithful to the Cr eator.”
{Fconomic TT&HBfO‘Lﬂ”iTEiOI} ‘the nmjalachlan C%J : lenﬁc CORA short version, page 5) and

WHERLA‘% Parsons and Whltt{:ﬂl@i@ a Lamliy owned New York co*pmatmn plans to _
build a pulp and paper mill complex in Apple Grove, West Virginia, which would produce ever
4000 tons per day of pulp and paper, (during the final production phase) using a-chlorine
dioxide bleaching process, and -

WHEREAS the us Env1ronmenta1 Protectmn Agency has found that there is no safe
level of dioxin, a highly toxic chemical ethitted as waste into the air and water from chlorine
based pulp bleachmg, (US EPA Dloxm Reassessment 1994) and

WHEREAS over 60 pulp mﬂls worldwide ow use cleaner bleaching processes that mit
no dioxin or other toxic organochloring chemicals into the air and water, and

_ “WHEREAS, forests in West Virginia are at their 80 year peak of harvestable timber,
which calls for a reflective and responsﬂ)le use of these resources, and

WHEREAS several grassroots organizations supported by CORA’s Appalachian
Deveiopment Projects Coalition are now taking action to try to protect the ecological integrity of
~ the region’s forests, the sustainability of locally owned small logging businesses, and to publicize
the need for economic development which benefits the people of Appalachia, and

WHEREAS, CORA believes in “the right for all to be involved in the economic as well
as political decisions which affect their individual life” and ‘ '

WHEREAS, Parsons and Whittemore officials have repeatedly refused to meet with
concerned citizens, and the political and regulatory processes used by West Virginia officials to-
promote this mill have not been open or responsive to citizen input, and




WIIERF?A"% "CORA has affirmed thai “We are eqiial-, one with another, and therefore
will 511are abundfmcc that is grounded in _]UStICC and Eove and '

WIIERLA‘% Ct,lltldi Appaiachla has a Iong hlst(ny of outmde corporations profiting from

 the extrdction of our region’s resources in such a way that the prosperity is not equitably shared

with the tesidents of our region, and that the envnonment has been damaged by such outside

. resource extraction, and that this ddmage hdrms thc, reglon s current economy and future
"eu)nomic potcntlal and" : S . :

: WHER} A, hundleés of cuﬁwms havaa takm peaceful public action to demonstrate their
- concern that the Parsons and. th temore pulp mill, as currently plmmd would follow this

pattern o’[ m(,quliclbic: outszde wlpm atn, expl{)mtton of the regions’ natural resources, and

WHLREA% Pmaom and Wnttcmme ]1'15 requexted hundmds 01 mllllom of dollars in

e West Virginia taxpayer funded fihancial incentives and tax breaks, and neither the company not

the governor Wli mmmﬁt o ‘ihc hmng 0{ spa,cmu numbers of siate woﬂ{c;s to build ”md operate

hc ml[l cmd

_ WHEI FA‘S West Virginia building and construction trades workers unions have

B mpm{ediy expm%%ed their alafm that West Virginia politicians seem willing to give hundreds of
millions of dollars in-éconontic incentives to Parsons and Whittemore, dmp;tﬁ, the company’'s
wiu%al to (,mnmzt o humg speuha, numbem 0{ qtatg, wmkus '

. WHEREAS hunch eds oi cmzens thr ougheut West Vn ginia, seuthcrn Ohio and eastern
Kentucky are now working to protect our air, water, forests, and economic self determination, by
pubhdy opposing Parsons and Whlttemorc s current. pulp mill plans for Apple Grove, WV,

o Therei’ore be it resolved that CORA opposes the current plans of
Parsons and Whittémore to bulld the !argest pulp mill in North America at
Apple Grove WYV, and that coples of this resolution be sent to West Virginia .
Governor ‘Gaston Caperton and to Mr. Eh McCoy, Dzrector of the West V1rgm1a
D1V1s10n of En\/lronmental Protectlon ' - :

e CORA $ Member Commumons and Ecumemcal Partners ©

American Baptist Churches - Reformad Church in America

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Roman Cathofic Church
Christian Methadist Episcopal Church Southern Baptists
Christian Reformed Church United Church of Christ.
Church of the Brethren. - - United Methodist Church

Church of God {Anderson, Indiana)

" Cumberland Prasbyterian Church
Episcopal Church (AP50)
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Friends United Meeting

international Council of Commumty Churches-

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Mennonite Central Commitfee
Presbyterian Church (USA)

" Nalional Catholic Aural Life Conference

National Council of the Churches of Christ, USA
Christian Associates of Southwest Pennsylvania -

Interfaith Consortium of Greater Cumberland

o Micah

Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy

and State Councils of Churches in Georgia, Kentucky,

Naw York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Ohio, South

Carolina, Tennesses, Virginia and West Virginia




"By Ken Ward Jr.
STAFF WRITER .

Developers of the proposed Ma- -

- son County pulp mill could receive

$1 million in tax breaks for every

worker they hire, documents re: " rpg
leased lmder court order Thursday-

show, -
A state Dﬂpartment of Tax and

Revenue study performed in 1989
concluded that Parsons & Whitte:

more Inc. would be: ehglble for

more than $738 million in super tax

credits if the §1 billion mill is built;
The ameunt is' roughly equal to:

the totai amount of consumer sales.

taxes - collected: in West Virginia
durmg the 1994-95 fiscal year. -

- It is al$o one-third of the state.
budget and, if eventually awarded,

would appear to be the largest su-
per tax credit ever, - .

- A state official said it would be
practically. impossible for Parsons
& Whittemore to ever actually re-
ceive the entire $738 million in tax

Ja.net Fout prmect coordmator
for the Ohio Valley Environmental
Coalition, said, “Well, gee whiz, No

wonder they didn’t Want this re.

eased.
““The pubhc is ‘going to pay for

_-thls project from start to finigh,”. -
" Fout said, “I think people should be
_ outraged P

.The tix: study, provuied to Par- -
-sons & Whittemore, was among:
nearly 150 documents released

Thursddy as ‘the result of a lawsuit

filed agamst the West V:rgmla De-
velopm..nt Office by The Charleston
Gazette. :

- The state Supreme Court paved
the way for the release of the

records Thursday morning,

Justices rejected 5-0 a last-ditch -
~effort by Development Office

lawyer Don Darling to keep the
records secret pending a full appeal
that could have taken months

. credits the project is eligible to ob- "

eYcaecprs!

The Charleston Gazette,

Friday, January 5, 1996

Wednesday, January 31, 1996

“T'oyota could be such an indus-

. Crltlcs Of p m]ll
back Toyota pEam

By Ken Ward Jr.
STAFF WRITER

West Virginia environmentalists
- and labor activists say they aren’t
- against new industry. They just
want commitments about hiring lo-
cal workers and limiting pollution,

Environmental groups and a ma-
jor labor coalition said Tuesday

that an engine plant Toyota Motor,

Corp. might meet those require-
ments.
Sen. Jay. Rockefei]er has been

* leading efforts to make the project

happen.

Three environmental groups
wrote to Rockefelter on Tuesday to
praise the West Vlrglma Democrat
for. his efforts.

Both ‘environmental and labor

" activists contrast the automobile

parts factory with the proposed
Mason County pulp mill, which
they oppose as environmentally
and financially unsound.
"Extractive industries that leave
state . more 1mpoverished
shiwld be in our past Laura Fore-

;%‘

man, an orgamzer wnth the Ohlo
Valley Environmental Coalition,
wrote to Rockefeller. .

“It is time this state’s economic

development office recognized the
real needs of the people and the en-
vironment that sustains them, and
matched these needs with the. in-
dustries that would be most henefi-
cial to West Virginia’s future,”
Foreman wrote.

try,” Foreman wrote. “The pro-
posed pulp and paper mill for Ma-
son County could net.” L
The sources said the deal is near-
ly alock and the qnestmn is sxmpiy

Steve White, director of the Affili-
ated Construction Trades Founda-

* _ tion, said Tuesday that the state-

should be more careful in what pro-
jects it invites to the state and what -
kinds of incentives it offers.

“West Virginia doesn’t have a lot
of industrial sites, so we need to be
choosy,” White said. .

“] think we should be going the
extra mile for a facility like Toyota,
particularly if they commit to jobs
for local people and jobs that are -
decent-paying jobs,” White said.
“Too often, our development office
thinks toe much about what they
can give away, but not on making
the best deal for the state.”
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'Th% Rev LOUE$ -Ce!eman a state civil. 'r:ghts leader, * joined
environmentalists- arid’ spc_)ke at the rally. At left is: Pattie Jonés. .

' Herauo:Leaber FRANKFORT BUREAU "
. FRANKFORT: — Representa:
tives: ‘of: several . envirofimental -
groups yesterday protésted Gov.--

elect Paul:Patton's appointment-of -
James Bickford as secretary of the .
Natural Resources Cabiriet because
of his dssociation with férmer Ash-

tand Inc. officials.

They: also " expressed Dutrage"
with Patton's use of Ashland Inc./
executive Chuck Whitehead on a
review team that selected Bickford. -

Laura Forman, with . the Ohio
Valley Environmental Coalition i
Huntington, W.Va., said Patton's
wuse of Whitehead ‘in" naming the"
tead of the regulatory agency that . .
monitors the refinery is “analogous
to Iettmg the fox guard the hen'

house.”

Other enwronmentahsts pre- -

sent at the news conference in front
of the Floral Clock on the Capitol
grounds were Corinne Whitehead,
with the Coalition for Healttr Con-
cern in Marshall Céunty, and Craig
Wiiliams of Berea, who opposes the

"burﬁxﬁg of nerve gas at the Army |

depot it Madison County. : :
-Joininig the protesters was’ the

_ Rev Louis Coleman, head of the ¢
Justice Resource Center in Shelby-

ville. He said the Bickford appoint-

ment “sends a negatwe perception L
to those agencies across the states’ |- -
- of Kentucky and West Virginta | _
- environmental justice.
Bickford, a retired Army briga: ) o o

that are deeply committed’ to envi-
ronmental justice for:ail citizens”

dler generai from Versailles,” and
some former Ashland Inc. ofﬁc:als
were beginning to start a consult-

Ling company but it dzd not maten

alize.

C T appomtmg Bickford Iast

week, Patton said he wanted some-
one out51de the business or envi-

- ronmental sectors to be an unbi-’

ased” leader - of - the - Natiral

Resources Cabinet.

He said he wants to balance the
“needs for a clean environment -
against the needs of businesses to
be “competitive and profitable”

“of - other

- increased
face in- promoting ‘strong
_'._'-__‘_'eﬂfomemem at - Ash}.amd s
S reﬁnmy

'OVECS
received a Martin Luther

~King Jr.
- Justice Resource Center in

~Shelbyville, -

OVEC's Dianne Bady met

with Governor Patton and
Secretary  Bickford  in
Janudry, along with leaders
‘environmental
While the meeting
‘we have no
“about the
challenges - we

groups.
was - cordial,
illusions

.Laﬁrra,. g Fofrhan ,
Award- from the

KY for her
organizing work to promote




By DIANE WELLMAN
{f you live in Huntington or along the Ohio
River, get used te your new state slogan,

“Almost Hell.” Kind of makes zateway to the

West” look good, doesn't it?

Our governor is selling us down the river,
folks. Wake up and smell the pulp mill burn-
ing, What could be worse than our top elected
state official poisoning us? Our own apathy
and laziness allowing it. Here's a recap for
those of you who haven’t been following the
Apple Grove scandal, or, those of you who pre-
fer to let others fight your battles for you. -

_The Landegger family owns Parsons &

Whittemore, a company based in New York.
When Caperton ran for governor, they donated. .

_ $20.000 to his campaign. They also contributed

$150.000 to the Clinton/Gore campaign.

P&W decided they want to build the largest -

pulp mill in North America in Apple Grove;

W.Va. Pulp mills are unwelcome in most com- -

munities because they stink, leave mountains
‘bald; ruin the seil and produce enormous

amounts of hazardous waste, including deadly:-
dioxin. But hey, this is West Virginia and we -
need jobs, plus we'vé got plenty of treeb Let 8.

- hear what you have to say

U'n.i'ur'tunateiy, Capeftou telt 1t was none of

our business what he and P&W had to say.

Taiks-were secret, the press unwelcome, and._:.:

our governor started cutting deals, using our

tak dollars and our forests. Our consent was.
irrelevant. Deals, as it turns out, like $1 billion .
in tax cuts and incentives: In short, we pay -

outsiders to come mow down our forests, even:

pay and prov;de for the trucks to haul our

forests away, .

Before grantmg per :mts Peter Kcstmayer _

a regional official with the federal Environ-

mental Protection Agency, insisted that addi-

tional dioxin testirig be done in'the Ohio Rivér.
He was promptly fired: Caperton tried to stop

the testing, a health precaution for his own
peopls, stating “thére i8 no récorded death or-
sickness that T am aware of; or anybody has’
been able to show me; from. dioxin.” Never

mind- that the federal government has now

Tié Harald-Dispaich
“Thia Heratd-Dispatch

Hungngton, WY, Thursday, Feb. 1, 1996

guarantee to hire West Virginians. Why? After .
about 10 years the locals who do manage a-
position will again be jobless because there: '
won't be any trees left, cutting down 10,0{}0-3' “
day can’t last forever, But dioxin in the river'
and §2 annaal tons of' toxlc air wn!l stlck i
around.

" While the hillbillies eat pmsoned fish, the .

‘Landeggers will be long gone, stuffing the

money they raped from West Vn'gnua insome; .
other politician’s pocket.’ - .
Environmental groupb have done all they'f :

- can do to stop this crime against West Vir-. ..

ginia, against nature 1tgelf. Only one air per--

mit is left standing in the way of P&W’s car-
nage and only your voice can stop it. Remain-
ing silent entities you to everytﬁmg PEW.
thinks you deserve. It also entitles your great-
grandchildren to the same poisonous legacy. -
Dale Farley of the state Office of Air Qual- -
ity; 1558 Washington St., Charleston, will lis- -

- ten to youi till Feb. 6, After that, your silence .

will be dealt with for generations to éome.
. Diane Wellinan is a Huntington fesident. .

approved nine diseases for compensatiofi to -

veterans exposed to dioxin Smell a rat yot?

. Ironicaily; technology exists for biilding - -
dioxin’ free pulp mills; bat Caperton and P&W- - -

~ apparently don't think the stupid hillbiilies - - -

‘are worth the trouble. Furthermore; as if to . -
add insult to injury, the company. refuses tor

Masswe clearcuts, Olympic National Forest, WA. _

WYV state forestry officials have been saymg that the pulp rnlﬂ couIdn't harm our natlonal forests _
because very little cutting is allowed in national forests. (photo from the Eugene Oregon based Natlve
Forest Council's "Forest Voice", which documents massive clearcutting in natlonal forests.}

L The deadline for written coms"
Lo ments 'on the air permit has been
extended to March 7




the US EPA and the states of KY, WV and OH.
Two OVEC representatives serve on “the- TGI‘
- Citizen Advisory Committee.

The pollution preventlon program- w1il:

" deliver workshops = and = on-site - pollution
~assessments ‘at area 'industries. This voluntary

program has - great promise for  reducing -
pollution at some of the 42 polliting industries

in our region. The preventlon of pollution often
decreases waste management costs which will -

prov1de a strong incentive for industries.

However, many citizens are upset that
smce ‘former TGI coordinator Brian Holtzelaw
was formbiy transferred in 1995, environmental -

Justice coricerns: are no longer: empha31zed by

TGT regulators The TGI began three years ago. .~
after numerous cmzens repeatedly complained -
about excessive air pollution. from Ashland - -
Tnc.'s Catlettsburg, KY refinery.  The TGI has

documented that the greatest pollu‘tmn related

health threats in our region are in Kenova, WV, -

immediately downwind of ‘Ashland's refinery.
- Expanded air monitoring in Keénova will soon

begin, but strong efforts to force imprOVements.‘ -

at Ashland no longet seem to bea prlority

N - After Holtzclaw was shipped out of our ’ |
“region, he filed whistleblower lawsuits against -
the US EPA and the Kentucky envzronmentalﬁ_'

ut @ﬁnmy

The Tr1 State Geographic Initiative is -
" gearing ‘up’to help industries find ways to. -
prevent pollution. The TGI is a joint project of -

oes Cm&tmu@

cabinet, alleging that hie was tra_nsferred after
blowing the whistle on- state and federal

- regulators who allowed Ashland to get away

with persistent pollution problems. In late

1995, ‘Holtzclaw settled out of court with EPA,

which awarded him$20,000 and. agreed to
allow him to continue participating in the TGI
as part of his new job at EPA in Atlanta.
Holtzclaw's suit against K'Y is still pending.
OVEC and three other “environmental

g Justice groiips. have been legal mtervenors in

both of these whlstleblower suits;

+. Refinery nelghbors say that the air is.
'gettlng worse again. According to Kenova .
- OVEC member Barbara Christian, "For several

~ weeks there have been very strong sulfur odors

from the refinery.in this area. My family and I

" have . persistent headaches, - we . call them
-pollutlon headaches. Often: my throat and eyes
burn.: My daughter in law has coughed up
:Z_-'blood Over the past two ‘weeks there have
.~ been. two ‘major fires. Company spokesmen.
~'said the fires didn't affect the air quality, but

- they did. The refinery is fa[img back mto the

- pattern of frequent accidents." -

_ Over the past few years Ashland has
“ been hit with some of the largest pollution fines
S in KY and US EPA history. Now that KY has
- a new "Ashland approved" environmental
.. ‘cabinet secretary, some refinery neighbors are
- fearing lax enforcement.

© West Virginia University Law School

~ has a new environmental justice law seminar, .
Three student lawyers have chosen OVEC as
their project sponsor for this seminar, and will
work with us on the pulp mill issue. This will

likely include: examining other = states'
timbering laws and regulations, and comparing

them with those in WV; investigating the

environmental injustice implications of the

- proposed mill; and helping with legal research

relating to OVEC's legal appeal of the mill's
water pollution permit and our lawsuit against
the US EPA over this permit.  Charleston
attorney Perry MacDaniel, who has graciously

- been volunteering time to OVEC on these legal
actions, will be meeting with the interns soon.

Intern Andy Bowen said "I really want to make
a difference".
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" Dan Kash, recanﬂy retired from the. state
9!\4_!5!:_»1_‘ for: _Alr_-"Quality,: is shown at his

. CANNONSBURG. — When

- Dan Kash returned to Kemn- -

tucky from the Army in 1974,
he saw for the first time a
relatively new kind of mine.
It stretched around the
mountain tops of Big Branch

in Knott County, laying bare.
the sandstone and yellow .

clay beneath the poplar and
oak forests; shoving rocks
‘and trees over the abyss.
Kash was horrified..
“1 couldn’t believe my
eyes,” he said. “To this day, 1
can hardly believe it. I'd

- never seen such destruction.”. -
~ Armed: with a .degree. in.
‘earth science from Western

Kentucky- University, the 30-

~year-old Winchester resident
- sought ‘out a job in environ-

mental protection. He landed
‘one with the state Division

for: Air Quality in Hazard, in- -

specting “‘refuse”: or “‘gob”
piles; the stinking; smolder-

. ing heaps of slate- picked

from. good: coal and dumped
over the nearest hill. = .=~

. Twenty-one years later, he
has retired as supervisor of

the A_shlqnd Regional Office of
the D1_v1$10n for Air Quality.

KEVIN GOLDY / OF THE DAILY INDEPENDENT.

'home with some of the hundreds of cactus
plants he grows from seeds. .. .0

- In between: hé péffbfni’ed

every kind of inspection in the’
Division for Air Quality, but
with an emphasis on heavy in-
dustry. He also suffered
through' political leadership in
Frankfort that was unsup-
portive or worse and through
harrassment from business
leaders and the community.. .~

- His perseverance was re-
warded, in a way, by the last
four years he spent in the
agency. Kash said the adminis-

‘tration of Phillip Shepherd,

then Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection: sec-
retary, was the best and most

supportive he had ever worked ™

for.

Leown dhe




Shepherd said he was aware
of Kash’'s past problems and
made a point of calling him
early on to tell him he had the
support he needed. -

Shepherd, who represented
environmental groups as an at:

torney before béing appointed -
secretary, had never met Kash -
before his appointment, but .-
had heard: of him: He said he" -
felt Kash’s'efforts changed the = .
way companies did business, -
‘T think it took the dedicated
" efforts of a ‘man like Dan Kash:'.
to. get the attention of a lot of -

the management of those busi- " "4 board member of the Ohio

 Valley Environmental Coall-

- .tion and the Sierra Club. . ...~
That membership. in- OVEC: .

"~ was ‘the root of some of the .
S CI‘lthISIn, but friends - in the: "
group 'say. he steered. clear of "

nesses,” he said;

In retirement; Kashs blue}" :
~uniform has been replaced by "
blue jeans and a yellow T-shirt ' -
" decorated with: a: logo- for
“Pulpstock '95,” a. concert’ in- o
tended to raise money. and.
awareness -to-stop: the. con- == -
struction of a paper pulp m:]_l_' AR

in West Vlrglma
T As supervisor: at the Ash

land -office, Kash was: criti-.: '

cized, harassed and - threat-

ened. During a. partlcularly- S
controversial time in the 1980s, & -
when ' Ohio: Valley- Env1r0n- e
mental Coalition was pmtest---- Rt
ing againust Ashland Inc.s. . .

Catlettsburg refmery and Kash:
was involved: in . enforcement

there, his unlisted home phone. -~ -
number was distributed -
among people dlssatlsfzed w1th E

his work.

“Dan is a good example of & e
state employee who really did -
. incur a lot of battle scars over
the years because of his dedi- -

.cation to the: job,” Shepherd

said. “It’s a very tough job and

- I think Dan’s dedication ... did

. cause him to be a target of a

lot of criticism.”

Kash has little to say abowt
it now, other than that things
got “pretty bad.”

“It was just something that
happened,” he said. “It was a
nightmare, really.”

. Shepherd, now a private ¢iti-
zen: too, said: the critism of

.- Kdsh was unfair. He blamed it
oy’ business. Ieaders and citi-
~ zens. who didn’t understand

. his"job and didn't understand
© that public employees have the
~-'same; right of freedom of
. speech as everyone else.. . '

- Kash exercised his rlghf:s as .

the the ‘Ashland 011 situation;

* “He would’ help us- with the :
B technical: things, but when it
.. came to actually- planning
- strategy, Dan was not inc_lu_ded_. T

in. those strategy meetings,”
.- OVEC' Director: Dianne: Bady

- said, “We didn’t want there to.
“bhea confhct of interest there,” =

Kash accepts the "tree- - :'

'hugger” label w1th pruie, “butj i

I always did my JGb ina mod
erate, sensible way.” -
His self- assessment was

backed by Shepherd and by

John Hornback, director of the
Division for- Air Quality.

T "always thought Dan was’

very scrupulous about involv-
ing,himself: in any environ-
mental issue in which he was
directly involved as a state em
nlovee.” Shepherd said,

. And Hornback, while saymg
Kash was strong-willed, said

“he was always willing to take

opposing viewpoints into con-
sideyration.

Kash didn’t and still doesn't
limit his interest in the en-
vironment to air quality. He
has marched in protests
against strip mmmg and
worked to help raise money
for the state to buy and protect
the Blanton Forest, an old-

L growfh forest in Harlan Coun:

ty, :
He takes canoe trlps w1th
the Sierra Club and works on -
the'land around his home at
Princess with his' wife, Pat;a -

school teacher. He takes plea-

sure in watching the animals’
that have made homes in the
1,500 whlte pines he planted
there, ..

Perhaps hlS favorite act1v1ty .
is’ grouse- huntmg ‘He keeps
dogs at a cousin’s house in
Knott " County and goes back :

+ there to hunt:

“It's- a splrltual thmg w1th

‘me,” he said..

Kash: says the: enwronment"

. here has improved dramati-
" cally over-the vears, but cau-

tioned that that doesn t mean :
the air is clean. :

He ‘said there is sHll work to .

be done and there is a new
threat on the horizon. He fears -
the Republican-controlled Con-
gress will damage the pr 0gress
that has been made in past
years.

“The reactionary forces are,
out in full and things are not
going to be good for the next
few years,” he said,

At West Vlrglmas 1996 leglslative session, there are appr0x1mately 270 reglstered

lobbyists working for polluting industries.  Six registered lobbyists represent
‘|environmental concerns. If you'd like to help the good team, call the West Virginia
Environmental Council at (304) 346-5891.




Our Central Appalachlan region is full of forested beauty We are now facmg a crossroads do .we
value our natural treasures enough to fight for them, or do we passively allow out31de corpomuons to
profit from their destruction? (photo by Chuck Wyrostok)
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6:30 PM OVEC boaid meetmg

February 26 (Monday)

7:30 PM Pulp mill strate meetm in the meetmg room at the OVEC
- office; 1101 6th Ave. Huntington, WV {Use the 11th St. entrance)
Both meetings are open to all interested people.

March 3 (Sunday). | -
2PM Pulp mill strategy meetmg at the Putnam County Public L1brary, Winfield, WV:

~ March 8 (Friday)
- 9:30 PM Tree Huggers Ball, a beneﬁt concert for OVEC's pulp mill work.

(If you can't be there, you can still send a contribution!)

_ At the Calamity Cafe, 1555 3rd Ave. Huntington.

~ Calamity Cafe has great food, come early and eat. -

March 31 (Saturday) Ry | .
* 1:30 PM Vigil outside of Governor Caperton s mansion, ‘next to the state cap1t01 in.
Charleston, to protest Caperton's support of the pulp mill,




PHOTOGRADH :-
STEPHEN GORMAN

OVEC has rented éigh’f billboards for two months: four in Huﬁtington, and one each in Point Plzas..nt,
Winfield, St. Albans (WV), and Proctorville Ohio.

Cut and mail to: OVEC 1101 6th Ave. Huntington WV 25701

New member or renewal ('Du'e's': $5 - $25, pay what you can) :
| A . DONATIONS ARE

Donation enclosed | ' TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Namic

Address

Phone #

For more info call the OVEC office at 304-522-0246




DON'T MISS:

Vigil outside @f Gmf@mm‘
Caperton's mansion,

to protest Caperton's Support
ofthepulp mill. -~
Sa‘mrday March 30--—1 30 PM

OHIO VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL COALITION._ -
- 1101 6th Ave. Rm: 225 N
Huntington WV 25701_

PO Box970
Proctorville OH 45669 -
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